
WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
March 17, 2024 

Today Sermon Series: Lift High the Cross 
 8:15am-12:15pm Childcare (Six Weeks-5 Years Old) (Upper Knox) 
 8:30am & 11:00am Worship (including Late Service Livestream) 
 9:30am Spiritual Growth for Ages 3 through Adult 

Tuesday 4:00pm Bells on the Hill Rehearsal 
 5:30pm Deacon’s Ministry Team Meeting 
 7:00pm Personnel Ministry Team Meeting 

Wednesday 6:30am Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Village Inn) 
 12:00pm Noon Zoom – Lunch-Hour Lenten Bible Study 
 4:00pm March BTV Worship Service (BTV Chapel) 
 6:00pm Youth Group (Grade 5 and Up) 
 6:00pm Wednesdays@6 – Evening Lenten Bible Study 
 7:00pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal  

Thursday 6:00pm Yoga 
 6:00pm Fellowship Ministry Team Meeting 

Friday 10:00am Hooks and Needles 
 
This morning, our LENTEN SERMON SERIES, “Lift High the Cross,” continues. Our focus is on the meaning 
of the cross and why and how that is important in our own lives. If you use Facebook, please go to our 
page, First United Presbyterian Church, where you will find posts about the various crosses on our church 
campus. You can also read about the crosses at www.fupcfay.org/news. 

FLOWERS today are provided in loving memory of Jim and Ellen Smith, faithful members of this Church 
for more than 70 years, by Sarah and Dan Myers and Jimmy and Sandra Smith. 

Three ADULT SPIRITUAL GROWTH DISCUSSION GROUPS meet on Sunday mornings. 

• During March, the PRESENT WORD is covering a unit entitled “Faith-FULL Versus Faith-LESS” using 
scriptures from both the Old and New Testaments. New participants are always welcome. Calvin 201. 

• Interested in reflecting on some of the hard questions of Christian faith? The THOUGHTFUL 
CHRISTIANS group is talking and thinking together about many of these, using The Study Catechism, a 
question-and-answer document approved by our General Assembly for providing an overview of 
Presbyterian Christian beliefs, devotion, and practice. Church Library. 

• The OPEN DOOR is discussing Braving the Wilderness (The Quest for True Belonging and the Courage 
to Stand Alone) by Brené Brown through March 24. Grab a cup of coffee in the Gathering Place and 
come to Upper Witherspoon at 9:30am. Discussion starts at 9:45am.  

Today is the MARCH BIRTHDAY OFFERING. Those with March birthdays are encouraged to make a gift to 
give thanks for the blessing of another year. 

Please pray for the 14 participants on the PRESBYTERY MISSION TRIP to Honduras.  The group departed 
Friday, March 15 and will return Sunday, March 24. They are helping to repair a church building in Guimaca, 
Honduras that was damaged by a hurricane.  

Volunteers are needed for the EASTER COVERED DISH BRUNCH from set-up to clean-up. Let’s all help. 
There are yellow sign-up sheets in the Gathering Place or you can use the link in the Weekly Update.  

Several volunteers are needed to help transport the food for our COMMUNITY MEALS at 7Hills Day Center 
and at Trinity Methodist Church. If you have a vehicle with a lot of trunk space and are available midday 
on the third Friday of the month or the afternoon of the first Sunday of the month, please contact Barbara 
Verdery (bjverdery@gmail.com).  

The sixth session of our LUNCH HOUR LENTEN BIBLE STUDY group (Noon Zoom) is this Wednesday at 
noon. Meeting Jesus at The Table by Cynthia Campbell and Christine Fohr guides our conversations. Bring 
your lunch if you’d like and join us virtually (Zoom One) or in-person in Calvin 201. You do not need to read 
the book to participate. We will be meeting during Spring Break. 

This Wednesday (March 20), our EVENING LENTEN BIBLE STUDY group for youth and adults 
(Wednesdays@6) will meet at 6:00pm. We are looking at some of the important characters in the 



 

crucifixion story. Bring your dinner if you’d like and join us virtually (Zoom One) or in-person in Calvin 201. 
We will be meeting during Spring Break. 

We’re still UPDATING CONTACT INFO AND PHOTOS for our church directory. Please have a friend take your 
picture in the Gathering Place or if you prefer, you can send a newer photo of you/your family from your 
phone to Membership Coordinator, Amy McCann (amym409@yahoo.com) today.  

SMALL GROUPS ARE FORMING NOW! Please use the sign-up sheet in the Gathering Place to let us know 
that you’d like to participate. All are welcome! You may also sign up online using the link in the Weekly 
Update. 

The Garden and Grounds Sub-committee of the Properties Ministry is planning a SPRING CLEAN-UP DAY 
on March 23 from 9:00am – Noon (if it is too cold, March 30) to prepare the church campus for Easter. 
Please bring work gloves and a rake.  If you have a power washer you can bring, please contact James 
Moore. 

It’s time to think about SUMMER CAMP OPPORTUNITIES for children and youth. FUPC provides a 30% 
discount for one week of camp or a conference for any PC(USA) camp or conference. Please contact Kristi 
Button (kbutton@fupcfay.org) for more information and to coordinate going to camp with others. Ferncliff 
also has SUMMER JOB OPPORTUNITIES for teens/young adults between the ages of 16 and 25. Check 
their website for more details. 

The SPRING PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN GATHERING is at Ferncliff on April 12-13.  This is sponsored by our 
Presbytery. This year's theme is "Thriving Together: Mind, Body, Spirit, and Community."  Alice Kutz is the 
registrar for the event, and her contact info is alice.kutz@gmail.com.  Flyers are available from Katie 
Jackson, or you can use the link in the Weekly Update.  If you plan to attend, please let Katie Jackson know. 
It may be possible to carpool. 

COOPERATIVE EMERGENCY OUTREACH (CEO) CURRENT NEEDS: canned fruit (15 oz). ALWAYS NEEDED: 
canned meat (tuna, chicken). DONATED ITEMS may be placed in the blue bin at the north entrance to the 
Calvin building at any time. They are delivered to CEO regularly. 

Every spring the congregation has the opportunity to help beautify our sanctuary by making contributions 
to help cover the cost of the lilies used to decorate the sanctuary for the Easter season. Dedications can 
be made in honor or in memory of a loved one. A contribution of any amount may accompany your 
dedication. The dedications will be printed in our Easter Sunday bulletins. Please contact the Church Office 
at (officemanager@fupcfay.org or 479.442.4411) about your EASTER LILY DEDICATIONS by Monday, March 
25. There are also dedication forms and contribution envelopes available in the Gathering Place. 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 

March 24 Palm Sunday Worship Services at 8:30am and 11:00am 
Children who wish to participate in the Palm Parade at the 11:00 am 
service should arrive before 10:45am.  

March 28 Maundy Thursday Worship Service at 6:00pm – A Feast to the Lord: Communion around 
the Lord’s Table 

March 29 Good Friday  Worship Service at 6:00pm – Tenebrae Service: Shadows Lengthen 
into Night 

March 31 Easter Worship Services at 8:30am and 11:00am 
The early service will be held outdoors weather permitting. 
Easter Covered Dish Brunch from 9:15am - 10:30am in Fellowship 
Hall. Please bring a favorite dish to share or come as our guest if you 
are new to FUPC. 
Easter Children’s Gathering at 10:00 am in Upper Witherspoon led by 
Kristi Button. It will include the telling of the Easter Story and an 
Easter Egg Find. 

Easter is a great time to INVITE A FRIEND, NEIGHBOR OR COWORKER TO CHURCH. You might also call 
another church member that you have not seen in a while and tell them you hope to see them at Easter. 
In the Gathering Place there are flyers and cards printed with the schedule for Holy Week. Please take 
them to use as reminders for yourself or to give to those you invite. 

Many activities are being planned for APRIL and MAY. Please be sure to read the SAVE THE DATE section 
of the Weekly Update. 
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