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GATHERING 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS   

OPENING PRAYER 

PRELUDE 
Music by J.S. Bach 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (from Prayers for One Voice by Everett Tilson and Phyllis Cole) 

Your grace at work in our life has never ceased to amaze us. 
We marvel at its power to transplant and to transform. 
Your grace turned Abraham and Sarah from comfortable residents of a reputable city into 
tent-dwelling but happy nomads. 
Your grace turned Moses from a stammering youth into an eloquent liberator. 
Your grace turned Ruth from an obscure widow into a determined heroine. 
Your grace turned Isaiah from a preacher of judgment into a proclaimer of forgiveness. 
Your grace turned Mary from a scorned refugee into a keeper of divine secrets. 
Your grace turned Saul, a fierce persecutor of Christians, into Paul, a forceful proclaimer 
of Christian faith. 
Your grace at work in human life is no less amazing today. 
Let us worship God. 

*HYMN 645 

Sing praise to God who reigns above, the God of all creation, 
the God of power, the God of love, the God of our salvation. 
With healing balm my soul is filled, and every faithless murmur stilled: 
to God all praise and glory! 

What God’s almighty power has made God's gracious mercy keepeth; 
by morning glow or evening shade God's watchful eye ne'er sleepeth. 
Within the kingdom of God's might, lo! all is just and all is right: 
to God all praise and glory! 

The Lord is never far away, but, through all grief distressing, 
an ever-present help and stay, our peace and joy and blessing, 
as with a mother's tender hand God gently leads the chosen band: 
to God all praise and glory! 
 
Thus all my toilsome way along I sing aloud thy praises, 
that all may hear the grateful song my voice unwearied raises. 
Be joyful in the Lord, my heart; both soul and body, take your part: 
to God all praise and glory! 

Words by Johann Jacob Schutz; Music: Bohemian Brethren’s Kirchengesang 

Hyun Kim, organ Aria from Suite for Orchestra, No. 3, in D Major, BWV 1068 

Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above Glory to God 

Mark Power 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (seated, unison) 

Lord our God, you give us the privilege of confessing our sins and the assurance that we are 
forgiven and made right with you again. We thank you. We admit that there are times when 
we go our own way instead of having the faith to trust you. We choose what we want over 
what you ask of us. We are afraid to follow you; we do not always have courage. When we 
look around, we see so much wrong in the world, and tend to forget your sovereignty and 
trustworthiness. Help us learn from those who stepped out in faith—not knowing where they 
were going or what they were being called to do—who found you faithful. Forgive us when we 
falter. Thank you that your grace prevails.  Amen. (silent confession) 

Mark Power 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Friends, believe the good news of the gospel! In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

 



*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you! And also with you. 

CHILDREN’S SONG  730 
Words by Lesbia Scott; Music by John Henry Hopkins 

I sing a song of the saints of God, patient and brave and true, 
who toiled and fought and lived and died for the Lord they loved and knew. 
And one was a doctor, and one was a queen, and one was a shepherdess on the green: 
they were all of them saints of God, and I mean, God helping, to be one too. 

 
They lived not only in ages past; there are hundreds of thousands still; 
the world is bright with the joyous saints who love to do Jesus’ will. 
You can meet them in school, or in lanes, or at sea, in church, or in trains, or in shops, or at tea; 
for the saints of God are just folk like me, and I mean to be one too. 

Rev. Phil Butin TIME FOR CHILDREN  

ANTHEM 

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God, my Father; 
there is no shadow of turning with Thee; 
Thou changest not; Thy compassions they fail not. 
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be. 
 
Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, 
sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 
join with all nature in manifold witness  
to Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. 
 
[Refrain] Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see. 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided. 
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
 
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide, 
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow; 
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! [Refrain] 

    Words by Thomas O. Chisholm; Music by William M. Runyan  

Great is Thy Faithfulness Chancel Choir 
Hyun Kim, piano 

Yazmin Saldierna 

I Sing a Song of the Saints of God (verses 1 and 3) 

*RESPONSE 447 
Words and Music by Hal H. Hopson 

We are forgiven. We are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. 
We are forgiven. We are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God.  

We Are Forgiven 

Glory to God 



PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

SCRIPTURE READING  
1Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, 
the conviction of things not seen. 2 Indeed, by 
faith our ancestors received approval. 3 By faith 
we understand that the worlds were prepared 
by the word of God, so that what is seen was 
made from things that are not visible.  
 
8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called 
to set out for a place that he was to receive as 
an inheritance, and he set out, not knowing 
where he was going. 9 By faith he stayed for a 
time in the land he had been promised, as in a 
foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Ja-
cob, who were heirs with him of the same 
promise. 10 For he looked forward to the city 
that has foundations, whose architect and 
builder is God. 11 By faith, with Sarah’s involve-
ment, he received power of procreation, even 

though he was too old, because he consid-
ered him faithful who had promised.  
12 Therefore from one person, and this one as 
good as dead, descendants were born, “as 
many as the stars of heaven and as the innu-
merable grains of sand by the seashore.”13 All of 
these died in faith without having received the 
promises, but from a distance they saw and 
greeted them. They confessed that they were 
strangers and foreigners on the earth, 14 for 
people who speak in this way make it clear that 
they are seeking a homeland. 15 If they had 
been thinking of the land that they had left be-
hind, they would have had opportunity to re-
turn. 16 But as it is, they desire a better home-
land, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is 
not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he 
has prepared a city for them.   

Hebrews 11:1-3; 8-16 

SERMON        Rev. Jan Butin Trusting God in Challenging Times 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from A Declaration of Faith) 

Jesus Christ stands at the center of the biblical record. 
The Bible is the account of God’s word and action in history, 
together with the people’s response in faith. 
It tells how the Lord has moved with Israel and the Church 
towards the kingdom of God, 
God’s just and loving rule over all. 
It is the story of the one God, 
who is the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
That story is still unfolding, 
and in faith we make it our own. 
It forms our memory and our hope. 
It tells us who we are and what we are to do. 
To retell it is to declare what we believe.  

Kristi Button 

OFFERTORY 

OFFERING OURSELVES TO GOD 
Christ in Us Isabelle Pennick, soprano 

Isaac Thomas, piano 

Christ in us, Christ in us, Christ in us, the hope of glory. 
Christ in us. There is just one confession: Christ in us. 
 
God with us, God with us. Who could ever be against us? 
God with us. There is just one confession: God with us. 
 
Christ in us, Christ in us, Christ in us, the hope of glory. 
Christ in us. There is just one confession: Christ in us. 
There is just one confession: Christ in us. 

Music and Words by Twila Paris 

Kristi Button 



Music and lyrics reprinted by permission, CCLI No. 2834670; CCLI Streaming License #20176939. All scriptures from NRSV. 

*BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE 
Arranged by Jacob B. Weber 

For All the Saints 

*HYMN 731 

Give thanks for those whose faith is firm when all around seems bleak:  
on God’s good promise they rely, so while they live and when they die  
how forcefully they speak: the strong, who once were weak! 
 
Give thanks for those whose hope is clear, beyond mere mortal sight: 
who seek the city God has planned, the true, eternal promised land, 
And steer on toward that light, a beacon ever bright. 
 
Give thanks for saints of ages past and saints alive today: 
though often by this world despised, their hearts by God are richly prized. 
Give thanks that we may say we share their pilgrim way. 

SENDING 

Words by Martin E. Leckebusch; Music by Hubert H. Parry 
Give Thanks for Those Whose Faith Is Firm (verse 1, 2 and 4) Glory to God 

Hyun Kim, organ 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                   
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Kristi Button 

A grateful heart is what I bring, a song of praise, my offering. 
Among the saints I lift my voice: in you, O God, I will rejoice. 

*RESPONSE 652 
Words by David Gambrell; Music: Second Supplement to Psalmody in Miniature 

A Grateful Heart (verse 1) Glory to God 

(Our worship continues through the Postlude.  
If you need to leave, please do so quietly. Otherwise, please remain seated.) 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen 


