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GATHERING 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Rev. Phil Butin 
OPENING PRAYER 

Our hearts and lives are turned to you, most Gracious God. We come with hopeful   
anticipation. Show us how to prepare the way for the coming of your Son. Throw light on 
the paths we travel in our broken, fear-filled world. Bless us with your presence. Amen.  

PRELUDE 
Music by John Jacob Niles; Arranged by Mark Hayes 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   
Comfort my people, says the Lord.  Speak to them words of deliverance. 
God will break the chains of the bound. 
Comfort my people, says the Lord. Speak to them words of peace. 
God will cast out the fears of the troubled. 
Comfort my people, says the Lord.  Speak to them words of order. 
God will hallow the cause of the righteous. 
Comfort my people, says the Lord.  Speak to them words of assurance. 
God will raise the eyes of the hopeless. 
Comfort my people, says the Lord.  Speak to them words of blessing. 
God will lighten the heaviness of the weary. 
(Litanies and Other Prayers for the Common Lectionary, Year B, by Everett Tilson and Phyllis Cole. Copyright © 1990 by 
Abingdon Press. Reprinted by permission. Final line added.) 

*ADVENT HYMN 87 

“Comfort, comfort now my people; tell of peace!” So says our God. 
“Comfort those who sit in darkness mourning under sorrow’s load. 
To my people now proclaim that my pardon waits for them! 
Tell them that their sins I cover, and their warfare now is over.” 
  
For the herald’s voice is crying in the desert far and near, 
calling us to true repentance, since the reign of God is here. 
O, that warning cry obey! Now prepare for God away. 
Let the valleys rise in meeting and the hills bow down in greeting. 
  
Straight shall be what long was crooked, and the rougher places plain. 
Let your hearts be true and humble, as befits God’s holy reign. 
For the glory of the Lord now on earth is shed abroad, 
and all flesh shall see the token that God’s word is never broken.   

Words by Johannes Olearius (1671); Music by Genevan Psalter (1551) 

Isaac Thomas, piano 
 

I Wonder as I Wander 

Comfort, Comfort Now My People  Glory to God 

LIGHTING THE CANDLE OF PEACE 

Each Sunday as we light the Advent candles, we remember that Christ is coming ever so quietly into 
the world. We long to greet him. Soon our waiting will be over, and our longing will be 
satisfied. 
  
 Today we gather with eager anticipation to take in this wonderful story and to let it  
 live in us. As we light the second candle, we think about our own stories, too. 
  
 Where did you see peace this week? (pause to reflect on your own) 
 I saw peace in... 

 

 



*ADVENT SONG 83         Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus (verse 2)  

Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art;  
dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you! And also with you. 

CHILDREN’S SONG                      O, Come, Little Children 
Words and Music by Johann A. P. Schultz  (1747—1800) 

Rev. Phil Butin TIME FOR CHILDREN  

Merciful God, 
you sent your messengers the prophets 
to preach repentance 
and to prepare the way for our salvation. 
When it seems like there is no way  
in the wilderness of our concerns,             
we ask you to make a way 
for your reign, your grace, 
your vision, your liberation,  
your justice, and your peace to come 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen.   
(Combining ideas from BCW and Discipleship Ministries, United Methodist Church) 

ADVENT PRAYER 

Words by Charles Wesley; Music: Witt’s Psalmodia Sacra 

O, come, little children, O, come, one and all,   
O, come, to the manger in Bethlehem’s stall, 
Sing glory to God in the heavens above,  
and thank Him for Jesus the proof of His love.  

A voice cries out in the wilderness: 
“prepare the way of the Lord!” 
A choir sings in the silence,  
“O come, O come, Emmanuel.” 
Every valley shall be filled. 
Every heart shall be made whole; 
for peace is stronger than turmoil, 
And love is louder than hate.  
(Call to Worship Lectionary Aids, The Season of Advent ) 

ANTHEM 
Arranged by Keith Christopher 

I wonder as I wander out under the sky,  how Jesus the Savior did come for to die 
for poor ornery people like you and like I; I wonder as I wander out under the sky. 
 
When Mary birthed Jesus ’twas in a cow’s stall, with wise men and farmers and shepherds 
and all. But high from God’s heaven a star’s light did fall, the promise of ages it then did 
recall.  
 
If Jesus had wanted for any wee thing, a star in the sky or a bird on the wing, 
or all of God’s angels in heaven for to sing, He surely could have it ‘cause He was the King. 
 
I wonder as I wander out under the sky,  how Jesus the Savior did come for to die 
for poor ornery people like you and like I; I wonder as I wander out under the sky. 

I Wonder As I Wander Choral Interns 
Isaac Thomas, piano 



SERMON        

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Advent Creed/Dave Hopwood/engageworship.org) 

We believe in God the Father, creator of heaven and earth. 
The one who is full of patience, 
who is not afraid of silence, 
who does not need to fill each moment with activity and noise, 
the one who is beyond bluster and flurry, 
and who does not jostle for attention. 
 

We believe in God the Son, Saviour of creation,       

who slipped into Bethlehem one night, mostly unnoticed, 
who lived thirty years without headlines of hurry, 
who frequently took time alone with his patient Father, 
who waited for the right time to become the suffering servant, 
who stood quietly before the noise of his accusers, 
whose silence overpowered their words, 
who died, then rose again on a quiet morning. 
 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens, empowers, renews, and refreshes, 
sometimes arriving with obvious power, 
sometimes with the quiet breath of a whisper. 
 

We believe in one God 
who patiently waits for us, 
and who longs for us to do the same. 

Kristi Button 

Rev. Jan Butin Love Brought You Down to Me 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

Hosea 11: 1-9 
11 When Israel was a child, I loved him,  
and out of Egypt I called my son.2 The 
more I called them, the more they went 
from me; they kept sacrificing to the 
Baals and offering incense to idols.3 Yet it 
was I who taught Ephraim to walk; I took 
them up in my arms, but they did not 
know that I healed them.4 I led them with 
cords of human kindness, with bands of 
love. I was to them like those who lift in-
fants to their cheeks. I bent down to them 
and fed them.  5 They shall return to the 
land of Egypt, and Assyria shall be their 
king, because they have refused to return 
to me. 6 The sword rages in their cities; it 
consumes their oracle priests and devours 
because of their schemes.7 My people are 
bent on turning away from me. To the 
Most High they call, but he does not raise 
them up at all. 8 How can I give you up, 
Ephraim? 

How can I hand you over, O Israel? How 
can I make you like Admah? How can I 
treat you like Zeboiim? My heart recoils 
within me; my compassion grows warm 
and tender. 9 I will not execute my fierce 
anger; I will not again destroy Ephraim, for 
I am God and no mortal, the Holy One in 
your midst, and I will not come in wrath.  
 
I John 4:7-10 
7 Beloved, let us love one another, because 
love is from God; everyone who loves is 
born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever 
does not love does not know God, for God 
is love. 9 God’s love was revealed among us 
in this way: God sent his only Son into the 
world so that we might live through 
him. 10 In this is love, not that we loved 
God but that he loved us and sent his Son 
to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  

OFFERING OURSELVES TO GOD 



+ + + 

 
Music and lyrics reprinted by permission, CCLI No. 2834670; CCLI Streaming License #20176939. All scriptures from NRSV. 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE 
Traditional English Carol; Arranged by Vicki Collinsworth 

Down in Yon Forest 

*HYMN 104 

SENDING 

Words by Paul Gerhardt; Music by Melchior Teschner 

O Lord, How Shall I Meet You Glory to God 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  

OFFERTORY 
Traditional Austrian Carol; Arranged by John Leavitt 

Isaac Thomas, piano Still, Still, Still 

Fling wide the portals of your heart; make it a temple, set apart  
from earthly use for heaven’s employ, adorned with prayer and love and joy. 

*RESPONSE 93 
Words by Georg Weissel; Music: Musica Sacra 

Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates (verse 2) Glory to God 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.  
Wait for the Lord; be strong; take heart! 

RESPONSE 90 
Words: Taizé Community; Music by Jaques Berthier 

Wait for the Lord Glory to God 

Kristi Button 

O Lord, how shall I meet you, how welcome you aright?  
Your people long to greet you, my hope, my heart’s delight!  
O kindle, Lord most holy, a lamp within my breast,  
to do in spirit lowly all that may please you best. 
 
Love caused your incarnation; love brought you down to me;  
your thirst for my salvation procured my liberty.  
O love beyond all telling, that led you to embrace  
in love, all loves excelling, our lost and fallen race. 
 
You come, O Lord, with gladness, in mercy and goodwill,  
to bring an end to sadness and bid our fears be still.  
In patient expectation we live for that great day  
when your renewed creation your glory shall display. 

Isaac Thomas, piano 


