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GATHERING 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Rev. Jan Butin 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

INTROIT 

We’ve come this far by faith, leaning on the Lord,   
trusting in the holy Word; God’s never failed us yet.  
O, can’t turn around, we’ve come this far by faith. We’ve come this far by faith. 

GATHERING MUSIC 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 9) 

I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart; I will tell of all your wonderful deeds. 
I will be glad and exult in you; I will sing praise to your name, O Most High. 
But the LORD sits enthroned forever, God has established his throne for judgment. 
The LORD judges the world with righteousness; God judges the peoples with equity. 
The LORD is a stronghold for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of trouble. 
And those who know your name put their trust in you,  
for you, O LORD, have not forsaken those who seek you. 
Sing praises to the LORD, who dwells in Zion. Declare God’s deeds among the peoples. 
For the LORD is mindful of them; God does not forget the cry of the afflicted. 

*HYMN 806 

Holy and righteous God, we confess that too often, we do everything we can to squeeze 
you into our human categories.  To reduce you to our mental conceptions.  To wrap our 
minds around you.  To make you palatable, so that we feel comfortable with who we’d 
like you to be.  Forgive us, Lord.  Fill us with the awe of your divine majesty; your utter 
transcendence.  Reveal yourself to us as you truly are—completely above and beyond 
our human capacities to comprehend.  By your Spirit, open our minds and hearts to know 
you—not as we wish you were—but as you have shown yourself to us in Jesus 
Christ.  May we bring our skepticism to Jesus.  For we pray in his name. (silent personal 
confession) Amen. 

How happy they whose hopes rely on Israel's God, who made the sky 
and earth and seas with all their train; whose truth forever stands secure, 
who saves the oppressed and feeds the poor, and none shall find God's promise vain. 

The Lord pours eyesight on the blind; the Lord supports the fainting mind 
and sends the laboring conscience peace. God helps the stranger in distress, 
the widowed and the parentless, and grants the prisoner sweet release. 

Words by Isaac Watts; Music: Attr. Matthäus Greiter 
I’ll Praise My Maker (verses 2 and 3) Glory to God 

Nancy Mays 

Hayden Werner 

Words and Music by Albert A. Goodson 
Chancel Choir We’ve Come This Far by Faith  

RESPONSE  

Eternal light, shine in my heart; Eternal hope, lift up my eyes; 
Eternal power, be my support; Eternal wisdom, make me wise. 
 
Until by Your most costly grace, Invited by Your holy word, 
at least I come before Your face to know You, my eternal God. 

Friends, believe the good news of the gospel: in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Words by Alcuin (c. 735—804); Paraphrased by Christopher Idle 

Eternal Light, Shine in My Heart (verses 1 and 3)  

Music by Bob Hudson; Arranged by Mark Hayes 
Isaac Thomas, piano Humble Thyself in the Sight of the Lord 



PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

*THE PEACE          

The peace of Christ be with you! And also with you. 

Rev. Jan Butin TIME FOR CHILDREN  

ANTHEM 
Words based on Matthew 11:4-6; Music by Lloyd Pfautsch 

SERMON        

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from A Brief Statement of Faith) 

In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, 
whom alone we worship and serve. Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: preaching good 
news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing 
the children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, 
forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. 

SCRIPTURE READING  
18 The disciples of John reported all these 
things to him. So John summoned two of 
his disciples 19 and sent them to the Lord 
to ask, “Are you the one who is to come, 
or are we to wait for another?” 20 When 
the men had come to him, they said, 
“John the Baptist has sent us to you to 
ask, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or 
are we to wait for another?’” 21 Jesus had 
just then cured many people of diseases, 

plagues, and evil spirits, and had given 
sight to many who were blind. 22 And he 
answered them, “Go and tell John what 
you have seen and heard: the blind re-
ceive their sight, the lame walk, the lep-
ers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead 
are raised, the poor have good news 
brought to them. 23 And blessed is anyone 
who takes no offense at me.”  

Luke 7:18-23 

Go and tell John what you see and hear, go and tell John what you see and hear, 
Go and tell John what you see and hear, that the blind recover their sight. 
Go and tell John what you see and hear, go and tell John what you see and hear, 
Go and tell John what you see and hear, that the lame are able to walk. 
Go and tell John what you see and hear, go and tell John what you see and hear, 
Go and tell John what you see and hear, that the deaf are able to hear. 
Go tell John, tell him what you see and hear, go tell John, tell him what you see and hear, 
Go tell John, tell him what you see and hear, that the sick regain their health. 
Go tell John, tell him what you see and hear, go tell John, tell him what you see and hear, 
Go tell John, tell him what you see and hear, that the dead are raised to life. 
Go and tell John, go and tell John, go and tell John, go and tell John.  
Happy is the man who comes to me, happy is the man who comes to me, 
Happy is the man who believes in me for he shall see God, for he shall see God, 
For he has seen God. Go and tell John, go and tell John, yes, tell John, tell John, 
Go tell John, tell John, tell John.  

Kristi Button 

Chancel Choir 

Rev. Phil Butin Bringing our Skepticism to Jesus 

Arrow Willis 

Go and Tell John! 

CHILDREN’S SONG 188                      Jesus Loves Me!  (verse 2) 
Words by David Rutherford McGuire; Music by William Batchelder Bradbury 

Jesus loves me! This I know, as he loved so long ago, 
Taking children on his knee, saying “Let them come to me.” 
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.  



 

OFFERTORY 

Give thanks for those whose faith is firm when all around seems bleak:  
on God’s good promise they rely, so while they live and when they die 
how forcefully they speak: the strong, who once were weak! 
 
Give thanks for those whose hope is clear, beyond mere mortal sight:  
who seek the city God has planned, the true, eternal promised land, 
and steer on toward that light, a beacon ever bright.  

RESPONSE 731 

OFFERING OURSELVES TO GOD 

Words by Martin E. Leckebusch; Music by Hubert H. Parry 

The Miracles of Grace: In Christ Alone Isaac Thomas, piano 

Give Thanks for Those Whose Faith is Firm (verses 1 and 2) Glory to God 

Music by Don Koch and Shawn Craig; Arranged by David T. Clydesdale 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                   

God in your grace, you hear our prayer.  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  

*HYMN 177 

“I am the strength for all the despairing, healing for the ones who dwell in shame. 
All the blind will see; the lame will all run free, and all will know my name. 
 
[Refrain] Do not be afraid, I am with you. I have called you each by name. 
Come and follow me, I will bring you home; I love you and you are mine.” 
 
I am the Word that leads all to freedom; I am the peace the world cannot give.  
I will call your name, embracing all your pain. Stand up, now walk and live! [Refrain] 

SENDING 

Words and Music by David Haas 
I Will Come to You (verses 3 and 4) Glory to God 

Rev. Jan Butin 

*BENEDICTION 

*RESPONSE 656 

We’ve come this far by faith, leaning on the Lord,   
trusting in the holy Word; God’s never failed us yet.  
O, can’t turn around, we’ve come this far by faith. We’ve come this far by faith. 

Words and Music by Albert A. Goodson 

Glory to God We’ve Come This Far by Faith 

POSTLUDE 
Music by Mark Hayes 

Isaac Thomas, piano Interlude II 



+ + + 
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