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GATHERING 

OPENING PRAYER (from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2013 Edition, Copyright 2012 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission.) 

Gracious and loving God, you meet us where we are. As we gather in this place, may our 
hearts be open to hear your voice, may our eyes be open to see your glory, and may our 
minds be open to perceive the word you have for each of us. We gather from many differ-
ent walks of life, but we are united as one in the body of Christ. Holy Spirit, speak to us, 
guide us, and fall gently upon us, we pray. Amen. 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   
God is love! Love belongs to God! 
How do we know this? 
Because God’s love was shown to us by Jesus coming into the world to redeem us. 
What is love? 
Not that we love God, but that Jesus gave his life for us. That is how God’s love is seen. 
We love God when we love others. 
Beloved, let us love one another! 
For love is from God.  

*HYMN 366 

Love divine, all love excelling, Joy of heaven, to earth come down,  
fix in us thy humble dwelling; all thy faithful mercies crown.  
Jesus, thou art all compassion; pure unbounded love thou art;  
visit us with thy salvation; enter every trembling heart. 
 
Come, Almighty, to deliver; let us all thy life receive;  
suddenly return, and never, nevermore thy temples leave.  
Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy hosts above,  
pray, and praise thee without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love. 
 
Finish then thy new creation; pure and spotless let us be;  
let us see thy great salvation perfectly restored in thee:  
changed from glory into glory, till in heaven we take our place,  
till we cast our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love, and praise.  

Words by Charles Wesley; Music by Rowland Hugh Prichard 

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling (verses 1, 3, and 4) Glory to God 

Aiden Thompson 

PRELUDE 
Music by Douglas Wagner (b. 1952) 

Carol Nave, organist Passacaglia (The Love of God endures forever.) 

INTROIT 
Words and Music by Laurie Klein 

Chancel Choir I Love You, Lord 

I love you, Lord, and I lift my voice to worship you; O my soul, rejoice. 
Take joy, my King, in what you hear; may it be a sweet, sweet sound in your ear. 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Rev. Jan Butin 

*Please stand as you are able. 



PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

*RESPONSE 316 

Where charity and love prevail, there God is ever found;  
brought here to gather by Christ’s love, by love we thus are bound. 
 
Let us forgive each other’s faults as we our own confess,  
that we may love each other well in Christian gentleness. 

*THE PEACE          
The peace of Christ be with you! And also with you. 

CHILDREN’S SONG 2233          Where Children Belong               Sing the Faith 
Words and Music by James Ritchie 

This, this is where children belong, welcomed as part of the worshiping throng.  
Water, God’s Word, bread and cup, prayer, and song: This is where children belong.  

Kristi Button TIME FOR CHILDREN  

ANTHEM 
Words based on John 3:16; Music by Bob Chilcott 

SCRIPTURE READING  
7 Beloved, let us love one another, because 
love is from God; everyone who loves is 
born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever 
does not love does not know God, for God 
is love. 9 God’s love was revealed among 
us in this way: God sent his only Son into 
the world so that we might live through 
him. 10 In this is love, not that we loved 
God but that he loved us and sent his Son 
to be the atoning sacrifice for our 
sins. 11 Beloved, since God loved us so 
much, we also ought to love one anoth-
er. 12 No one has ever seen God; if we love 
one another, God lives in us, and his love 
is perfected in us.13 By this we know that 
we abide in him and he in us, because he 
has given us of his Spirit. 14 And we have 
seen and do testify that the Father has 
sent his Son as the Savior of the 
world. 15 God abides in those who confess 

that Jesus is the Son of God, and they 
abide in God. 16 So we have known and 
believe the love that God has for us. God 
is love, and those who abide in love abide 
in God, and God abides in them. 17 Love 
has been perfected among us in this: that 
we may have boldness on the day of judg-
ment, because as he is, so are we in this 
world. 18 There is no fear in love, but per-
fect love casts out fear; for fear has to do 
with punishment, and whoever fears has 
not reached perfection in love. 19 We 
love because he first loved us. 20 Those 
who say, “I love God,” and hate their 
brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who 
do not love a brother or sister whom they 
have seen, cannot love God whom they 
have not seen. 21 The commandment we 
have from him is this: those who love God 
must love their brothers and sisters also. 

I John 4:7-21 

God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son 
that whosoever believeth in him, should not perish but have everlasting life. 
God so loved the world. 

Friends, believe the good news of the gospel: 
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Chancel Choir 

Words translated by Omer Westendorf; Music by Lucius Chapin 

Where Charity and Love Prevail (verses 1 and 4) Glory to God 

Mary Miller 

God So Loved the World 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Congregation seated) 

Holy and merciful God, in your presence we confess our sinfulness, our shortcomings, 
and our offenses against you. You alone know how often we have sinned in wandering 
from your ways, in wasting your gifts, in forgetting your love. Have mercy on us, O Lord, 
for we are ashamed and sorry for all we have done to displease you. Forgive our sins, 
and help us to live in your light, and walk in your ways, for the sake of Jesus Christ our 
Savior. (silent confession) Amen. 

Fred Shefte 



SERMON        

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Confession of 1967, 9.15) 

God’s sovereign love is a mystery beyond the reach of the human mind.  We as-
cribe to God superlatives of power, wisdom, and goodness. But God reveals his 
love in Jesus Christ by showing power in the form of a servant, wisdom in the folly 
of the cross, and goodness in receiving sinful people. The power of God’s love in 
Christ to transform the world discloses that the Redeemer is the Lord and Creator 
who made all things to serve the purpose of his love. 

 

Rev. Jan Butin First Loved 

Kristi Button 

OFFERTORY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise God, all creatures here below. Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise God, in Jesus fully known: Creator, Word, and Spirit one. 
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

*DOXOLOGY 609 

OFFERING OURSELVES TO GOD 

Words by Brian Wren; Music: Geistliche Kirchengesäng, 1623 

Improvisation on God’s Love Carol Nave, organist 

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow Glory to God 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                   

God in your grace, you hear our prayer.  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  

Kristi Button 

*BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE 
Arranged by Wayne Wold (b. 1954) 
Blest Be The Tie That Binds 

*RESPONSE 205 

Live in charity and steadfast love. 
Live in charity; God will dwell with you.  

Words: Tazé Community 1991; Music by Jacques Berthier 

Glory to God Live in Charity 

*HYMN 703 

Jesus, thy boundless love to me no thought can reach, no tongue declare;  
O knit my thankful heart to thee, and reign without a rival there!  
Thine wholly, thine alone, I’d live; myself to thee entirely give.  
 

O Love, how gracious is they way! All fear before thy presence flies; 
care, anguish, sorrow melt away where're thy healing beams arise.  
O Jesus, nothing may I see, nothing desire, or seek, but thee.  

SENDING 

Words by Paul Gerhardt; Music by Henri Frederick 
Jesus, Thy Boundless Love to Me (verses 1, and 3) Glory to God 



+ + + 
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