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GATHERING 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Rev. Phil Butin 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

OPENING PRAYER 
Center us, Lord God, as we come to worship you. Free us from any distractions that 
may take away our full devotion to you. Set our hearts and minds on hearing your 
Word, learning from it, and living it.  We have neighbors all around us that you call 
us to love. Show us what you would have us do to honor you.  In Christ’s name, we 
pray.  Amen.  

PRELUDE 
Music by Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847) 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   
Gathered as a worshiping community, we respond to God with prayer and praise. 
Gathered as a learning community, we respond to God by listening for God’s Word. 
Gathered as a compassionate community, we respond to God with acts of caring. 
Gathered as a serving community, we respond to God as we identify the powerless and 
stand beside them.     
(Prayers to Share, Year C, Copyright © 2003, 2006 David Sparks) 

*HYMN 308 

Lord,  
Because love is patient... 
Help me to be slow to judge, but quick to listen, hesitant to criticize, but eager to  
encourage, remembering your endless patience with me. 
 

Because love is kind… 
Help my words to be gentle and my actions to be thoughtful. Remind me to smile and to 
say “Please” and “Thank you” because those little things still mean so much. 
 

Because love does not envy or boast, and is not proud… 
Help me have a heart that is humble and sees the good in others. May I celebrate and 
appreciate all that I have and all that I am, as well as doing the same for those around 
me. 

O God in whom all life begins, who births the seed to fruit,  
bestow your blessing on our lives; here let your love find root. 
Bring forth in us the Spirit’s gifts of patience, joy, and peace; 
deliver in us from numbing fear, and grant our faith increase.  
 

Unite in mutual ministry our minds and hands and hearts 
That we may have that grace to seek the power your peace imparts. 
So let our varied gifts combine to glorify your Name 
that in all things by word and deed we may your love proclaim. 
 

Through tears and laughter, grief and joy, enlarge our trust and care; 
So bind us in community that we may risk and dare.  
Be with us when we gather here to worship, sing, and pray; 
Then send us forth in power and faith to live the words we say. 

Words by Carl P. Daw Jr.; Music by Arthur S. Sullivan 

Carol Nave, organist Andante tranquillo from Sonata III 

O God in Whom All Life Begins Glory to God 

United Presbyterian Youth 

Lisa and Howard Higgins 



*RESPONSE  316                  Where Charity and Love Prevail                                Glory to God 

Where charity and love prevail, there God is ever found;  
Brought here together by Christ’s love, by love we thus are bound.  
 
Let us forgive each other’s faults as we our own confess, 
That we may love each other well in Christian gentleness.  

*THE PEACE                           Kennedy Carroll

The peace of Christ be with you! And also with you. 

CHILDREN’S SONG              Jesus Loves the Little Children      
Words and Music by George Root/William Bradbury; Lyrics adapted 

Setting by P. Hamm; Arranged by Isaac Thomas 

Jesus loves the little children, all the children of the world. 
All together in God’s light, they are precious in God’s sight. 
Jesus loves the little children of the world. 

Jacob Christiansen TIME FOR CHILDREN  

Friends, believe the good news of the gospel. In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Because love is not rude or self-seeking… 
Help me to speak words that are easy on the ear and on the heart. 
When I’m tempted to get wrapped up in my own little world, 
remind me there’s a great big world out there full of needs and hurts. 
 
Because love is not easily angered and keeps no record of wrongs… 
Help me to forgive others as you have forgiven me. 
When I want to hold a grudge, gently help me release it so I can reach out with a hand of 
love instead. 
 
Because love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth… 
Help me stand up for what is right and good. 
May I defend the defenseless and help the helpless. Show me how I can make a  
difference. 
 
Because love always protects and always trusts… 
Help me to be a refuge for those around me. 
When the world outside is harsh and cold, may my heart be a place of acceptance and 
warmth. 
 
Finally, because love always perseveres… 
Help my heart continually beat with love for You and others. 
Thank you for showing us what the word “love” really means.  Amen. 
(Written by Holley Gerth and posted on Taking it one step at a time. http://onestep87.blogspot.ca/) 

SILENT CONFESSION  

Words Translated by Omer Westendorf; Music by Lucius Chapin 



PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

ANTHEM                             Instrument of Peace  
Words attributed to St. Francis of Assisi; Music by Amy Sky; Arranged by Isaac Thomas  

SCRIPTURE READING  
13 If I speak with human eloquence and angelic ecstasy but don’t love, I’m nothing but the creaking 
of a rusty gate.2 If I speak God’s Word with power, revealing all his mysteries and making everything 
plain as day, and if I have faith that says to a mountain, “Jump,” and it jumps, but I don’t love, I’m 
nothing. 3-7 If I give everything I own to the poor and even go to the stake to be burned as a martyr, 
but I don’t love, I’ve gotten nowhere. So, no matter what I say, what I believe, and what I do, I’m 
bankrupt without love. 
 
 Love never gives up. 
 Love cares more for others than for self. 
 Love doesn’t want what it doesn’t have. 
 Love doesn’t strut, 
 Doesn’t have a swelled head, 
 Doesn’t force itself on others, 
 Isn’t always “me first,” 
 Doesn’t fly off the handle, 
 Doesn’t keep score of the sins of others, 
 Doesn’t revel when others grovel, 
 Takes pleasure in the flowering of truth, 
 Puts up with anything, 
 Trusts God always, 
 Always looks for the best, 
 Never looks back, 
 But keeps going to the end. 

8-10 Love never dies. Inspired speech will be over some day; praying in tongues will end; understanding 
will reach its limit. We know only a portion of the truth, and what we say about God is always incom-
plete. But when the Complete arrives, our incompletes will be canceled. 11 When I was an infant at my 
mother’s breast, I gurgled and cooed like any infant. When I grew up, I left those infant ways for 
good. 12 We don’t yet see things clearly. We’re squinting in a fog, peering through a mist. But it won’t 
be long before the weather clears and the sun shines bright! We’ll see it all then, see it all as clearly as 
God sees us, knowing him directly just as he knows us! 13 But for right now, until that completeness, 
we have three things to do to lead us toward that consummation: Trust steadily in God, hope un-
swervingly, love extravagantly. And the best of the three is love. 
 
14 Go after a life of love as if your life depended on it—because it does.  

I Corinthians 13:1-14:1 (The Message) 

Where there is hatred, let me bring love.  Where there is doubt, let me bring faith.   
Where there is falsehood, let me bring truth.  Where there is pain, I’ll comfort you. 
Where there is silence, let me sing praise. Where there’s despair, let me bring hope. 
Where there is blindness, let me bring sight.  Where there is darkness, let me bring light. 
And with these words I speak grant that I may not seek to be heard but to hear; to be 
consoled, but to console. Not to be seen, but to see. To be loved, but to love.   
For when we give love we will receive.  When we forgive love, we’ll find reprieve. 
It is in dying we’ll be released.  Make me an instrument of peace. 

Paige DeJarnett, soloist 

SERMON        Rev. Jan Butin Trust Steadily, Hope Unswervingly, and Love Extravagantly  

Rob Button 

OFFERING OURSELVES TO GOD 

BEING A NEIGHBOR 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 

OFFERTORY Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts Carol Nave, organist 
Albin Whitworth (b. 1938) 



+ + + 
 
 
 

Music and lyrics reprinted by permission, CCLI No. 2834670; CCLI Streaming License #20176939. All scriptures from NRSV. 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE 
Music by J.K.F. Fischer (1665-1738) 

Postlude in D Major 

RESPONSE 205 

Live in charity and stead-fast love. Live in charity; God will dwell with you.  

Words Translated by Taize Community; Music by Jacques Berthier 

Glory to God Live in Charity (Ubi caritas) 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                   

God in your grace, you hear our prayer.  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  

*HYMN 693  

Though I may speak with bravest fire, and have the gift to all inspire, 
And have not love, my words are vain, as sounding brass, and hopeless gain. 
 
Though I may give all I possess, and striving so my love profess, 
But not be given by love within, the profit soon turns strangely thin. 
 
Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control; our spirits long to be made whole. 
Let inward love guide every deed; by this we worship, and are freed. 

SENDING 

Words by Hal H. Hopson; English Folk Melody adapted by Hal H. Hopson  
Though I May Speak Glory to God 

 


