FIRST UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
695 E. Calvin Street, Fayetteville, AR 72703 • (479) 442-4411 • www.fupcfay.org
*please stand as you are able.
March 11 2018, 11:00 a.m.

GATHERING
PRELUDE

All Are Welcome: Maestoso and Capriccio

Charles Lenz
Jeannie Lee, Organist

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS (Please sign the Friendship Pad and pass it to others.)
STRIKING THE BELL AND LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
INTROIT

Rev. Jan Butin

Olivia McClung and Sophie McClung

For meet it is

arr. Custer/Margitich
Based on Carpatho-Russian Chant
Lindsey Robbins

*CALL TO WORSHIP

God, the LORD,
who created the heavens and stretched them out,
who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
who gives breath to the people upon it
and spirit to those who walk in it, says:
I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness,
I have taken you by the hand and kept you;
I have given you as a covenant to the people,
a light to the nations,
to open the eyes that are blind,
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
from the prison those who sit in darkness.
I am the LORD, that is my name;
my glory I give to no other,
nor my praise to idols.
See, the former things have come to pass,
and new things I now declare;
before they spring forth,
I tell you of them.

*HYMN 773

Heaven Shall Not Wait

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (seated, unison)

Eternal God, our judge and redeemer,
we confess that we have tried to hide from you, for we have done wrong.
We have lived for ourselves, and apart from you.
We have turned from our neighbors, and refused to bear the burdens of others.
We have ignored the pain of the world, and passed by the hungry,
the poor, the marginalized, and the oppressed.
In your great mercy forgive our sins and free us from selfishness,
that we may choose your will and obey your commandments;
through Jesus Christ our Savior. (silent reflection) Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Friends, believe the good news of the gospel: in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

Glory to God

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 2167

More Like You (sing twice)

Sing the Faith

More like you, Jesus, more like you.
Fill my heart with your desire to make me more like you.
More like you, Jesus, more like you.
Touch my lips with holy fire and make me more like you.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE

Sophie McClung

The peace of Christ be with you! And also with you.

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD
CHILDREN’S SONG 2233

Where Children Belong
This, this is where children belong, welcomed as part of the worshiping throng.
Water, God’s Word, bread and cup, prayer and song: This is where children belong.

TIME WITH CHILDREN
ANTHEM

Sing the Faith

Brianne Christiansen

arr. Caldwell and Ivory
Children, Go Where I Send
Twelve for the twelve disciples, ‘leven of ‘em singin’ in heaven,
Ten for the ten commandments, Nine for the angel choirs divine,
Eight for the eight the flood couldn’t take, Seven for the day God laid down his head,
Six for the days when the world was fixed, Five for the bread they did divide,
Four for the gospel writers, Three for the Hebrew children,
Two for Paul and Silas, One for the little bitty baby born in Bethlehem.
Children, go where I send thee

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE READING

Matthew 15:10-31
10
Then he called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand: 11 it is not what goes into the
mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” 12 Then the disciples
approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took offense when they heard what you
said?” 13 He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. 14 Let them alone;
they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a pit.” 15 But Peter
said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” 16 Then he said, “Are you also still without understanding? 17 Do you not
see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes out into the sewer? 18 But what comes out
of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. 19 For out of the heart come evil intentions,
murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander. 20 These are what defile a person, but to eat with
unwashed hands does not defile.”
21

Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just then a Canaanite woman from that
region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a
demon.” 23 But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for
she keeps shouting after us.” 24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25 But she
came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26 He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and
throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’
table.” 28 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her
daughter was healed instantly.
29

After Jesus had left that place, he passed along the Sea of Galilee, and he went up the mountain, where he sat
down. 30 Great crowds came to him, bringing with them the lame, the maimed, the blind, the mute, and many
others. They put them at his feet, and he cured them, 31 so that the crowd was amazed when they saw the mute
speaking, the maimed whole, the lame walking, and the blind seeing. And they praised the God of Israel.

SERMON

Crossing Religious and Cultural Boundaries

Rev. Phil Butin

RESPONSE TO THE WORD
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from the Confession of Belhar)
We believe
• that God has revealed himself as the one who wishes to bring about justice and true peace among people;
• that God, in a world full of injustice and enmity, is in a special way the God of the destitute, the poor and the
wronged;
• that God calls the church to follow God in this; for God brings justice to the oppressed and gives bread to the
hungry;
• that God frees the prisoner and restores sight to the blind;
• that God supports the downtrodden, protects the stranger, helps orphans and widows and blocks the path
of the ungodly;
• that for God pure and undefiled religion is to visit the orphans and the widows in their suffering;
• that God wishes to teach the church to do what is good and to seek the right;
• that the church must therefore stand by people in any form of suffering and need, which implies,
among other things, that the church must witness against and strive against any form of injustice,
so that justice may roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream
• that in following Christ the church must witness against all the powerful and privileged
who selfishly seek their own interests and thus control and harm others.
• that the church as the possession of God must stand where the Lord stands, namely against injustice and
with the wronged.

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS
INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS
*THE APOSTLES’ CREED
Minister:
All:
Minister:
All:

Do you place your faith in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
Do you place your faith in Jesus Christ, God the Son?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended in
to hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sits at the right
hand of God the Father almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
Minister: Do you place your faith in God the Holy Spirit?
All:
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE COVENANT OF MEMBERSHIP

CONGREGATIONAL VOW
Elder:
All:

We welcome these friends as they join with us in the work and mission of the church.
With joy and thanksgiving, we welcome you into this congregation. We are united with you
in Christ. we promise to pray for you, to love, encourage, and support you, and to share the
good news of the gospel with you, for we are all one in Christ.

PRAYER AND WELCOME
*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 749

Come! Live in the Light!
Come! Live in the Light! Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord!
We are called to be light for the kingdom, to live in the freedom of the city of God.
We are called to act with justice; we are called to love tenderly;
we are called to serve one another, to walk humbly with God.

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Glory to God

In Christ There Is No East or West

OFFERTORY

Gilbert Martin

In Christ There Is No East or West
In Christ there is no east or west, in him no south or north,
but one great fellowship of love throughout the whole wide earth.

Glory to God

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 317

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
God, in your grace … You hear our prayers.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

SENDING
*HYMN 301

Let us Build a House (verses 1, 4, and 5)

Glory to God

*BENEDICTION
CHORAL RESPONSE
POSTLUDE

Five Fold Amen

S. Michael Shuman

All are Welcome: Dance

Charles Lenz

Holy Week at FUPC
We walk the Way of the Cross.
Palm Sunday • March 25 • 8:30 and 11:00 a.m., Sanctuary (Children’s Procession with Palms)
Holy Tuesday • March 27 • 6:00 p.m., Music Room (Holden Evening Prayer Service)
Maundy Thursday • March 29 • 6:00 p.m., Sanctuary (Communion in groups around the Lord’s Table)
Good Friday • March 30 • 6:00 p.m., Sanctuary (The Crucifixion Cantata by John Stainer)
•

April 1

We worship the Risen Christ.
Sunrise Worship, 7:30 a.m., Courtyard
Easter Brunch, 8:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall

Easter Egg Hunt for Children, 10:00 a.m.
Easter Worship, 11:00 a.m., Sanctuary

Called to be a light on the hill,
we boldly proclaim and serve Christ,
the Hope of our changing world.

Reaching out as a visible expression of God’s grace,
we will meet people where they are,
inviting all into Christ’s family through
engaging worship, fellowship, learning, and service.

