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I alone know the plans I have for you, plans to bring you prosperity and not disaster,  
plans to bring about a future full of hope. Then you will call to me, and I will answer you.   

You will seek me, and you will find me, because you will seek me with all your heart. 
(Jeremiah 29:11-13, Good News Bible) 

 
Desmond Tutu, the retired Anglican bishop of South Africa who received the Nobel Peace 
Prize and had such a profound role in defeating apartheid, knew the challenge of maintain-
ing hope in the midst of discouragement and disappointment. In spite of the many setbacks 
he experienced in seeking justice in his country, he could still say, “Hope is being able to 
see that there is light despite all of the darkness.” 
 
This Advent season, our weekly worship themes will explore the Bible’s teaching about 
hope. In these uncertain times, it’s easy to be overcome with fear and discouragement. But 
as God’s people, we have an eternal hope that does not disappoint us.  
 

Therefore, since we are justified by faith,  
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,  

through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand;  
and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God.  
And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings,  

knowing that suffering produces endurance,  
and endurance produces character,  

and character produces hope,  
and hope does not disappoint us,  

because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
 through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 

(Romans 5:1-5) 
 

It’s easy to assume that hope can only flourish in the midst of plenteous material  
circumstances, or economic prosperity, or physical security and safety. If we were to accept 
this assumption, many events around the world—and right here in our nation—would  
render hope fragile and tenuous this Advent.  But Romans 5 teaches us just the opposite.  
Christian hope flourishes, not so much in good times, but rather even in the midst of  
difficulties and suffering. Jeremiah 29:11-13 makes it clear that biblical hope is directly  
related to seeking the Lord; and to placing our hopes—not in what is going on around us—
but firmly in God’s good purposes for us and for the whole creation.   
 
Each Christmas, we sing the beloved carol “O Little Town of Bethlehem.” It includes the 
wonderful phrase:  “the hopes and fears of all the years are met in Thee tonight.” As  
Christians, our ultimate hope is embodied in the tiny baby who was born of humble parents 
in a cattle trough in the midst of an unjust, self-serving, and oppressive political regime.   
This Advent and Christmas, our prayer is that all of us will find our hopes fulfilled in that 
manger.    



Adult Christian Education 
Sundays, 9:30-10:30 a.m. 

 

Here’s a look at each of our adult classes: 
 

Covenant with God (Present Word) with Dennis Brewer and Jane Steinkraus 
(Calvin 203)  

 

We’ll consider the major covenants that God has made with people.  
Ultimately, the covenant forms the foundation for the coming Messiah and  
salvation for the world.  
 

Practice (Animate) with Sara and Brett Torbett (Upper Witherspoon) 
 

Each Sunday we will watch a fun videoclip from a contemporary pastor or  
theologian, spend time on personal reflection and journaling, and share ideas. 
Come when you are able and as you are!  
 

Reformation Conversations with Derrik Olsen and Phil Butin (Calvin 201)  
 

We’ll dig deeper into our Reformation heritage and what it means to be 
Protestant Christians. Each week, we’ll work to gain a better sense of how  
Presbyterians fit into the broader spectrum of Protestant Christianity. 
 

We will break for the holidays beginning December 17 and resume January 7. 

Winter Sermon Series 

Daily Bible  
Readings 

12/1 Isaiah 24:14-23 
12/2 Micah 7:11-20 
12/3 I Thessalonians 5:1-11 
12/4 Amos 2:6-16 
12/5 2 Peter 1:12-21 
12/6 Matthew 21:23-32 
12/7 Amos 4:6-13 
12/8 Psalms 102 and 149 
12/9 Jude 17-25 
12/10 Luke 1:57-68 
12/11 Revelation 1:1-8 
12/12 Matthew 22:34-46 
12/13 Amos 8:1-14 
12/14 Revelation 2:8-17 
12/15 Haggai 1:1-15 
12/16 Revelation 3:1-6 
12/17 John 5:30-47 
12/18 Genesis 3:8-15 
12/19 Titus 1:1-16 
12/20 1 Samuel 2:1b-10 
12/21 2 Samuel 7:1-17 
12/22 Galatians 3:1-14 
12/23 Jeremiah 31:10-14 
12/24 Isaiah 60:1-6 
12/25 Micah 4:1-5; 5:2-4 
12/26 2 Chronicles 24:17-22 
12/27 Proverbs 8:22-30 
12/28 Matthew 18:1-14 
12/29 2 John 1-13 
12/30 1 Kings 17:17-24 
12/31 Colossians 1:9-20 

December 3 Hope in Fearful Times Advent I 
December 10 Lessons and Carols with Meditation Advent II 
December 17 Hope in the Midst of Suffering Advent III 
December 24 Hope Does Not Disappoint Advent IV 
 Hope in the Manger Candlelight Service 
December 31 Hope for Years to Come New Year’s Eve 

Christmas Eve  
Communion Service 

 

December 24, 11:00 a.m. (One Service Only) 
 

The morning services are collapsed into one so we can 
worship and receive the sacrament of Holy  
Communion together.  

Christmas Eve  
Candlelight Service 

 

December 24, 5:30 p.m. 
 

All are invited to join us for our candlelight service on 
Christmas Eve. This family-friendly worship service will  
include the singing of favorite Christmas hymns. We will 
conclude the evening with the familiar tradition of  
lighting candles as we sing Silent Night. 



Celebration at the Manager • December 10 
 

The Advent season is a marvelous time of year. Join us for a meal and our annual  
children’s program. We are looking for children from our congregation and First School 
to share music. If your child plays an instrument or would like to sing, please let Kristi 
Button (kbutton@fupcfay.org) know so we can add them to the musical interludes of the 
program. 
 

 On December 10 the schedule for the program will be:  
        4:00 p.m. Children gather in the Sanctuary       5:00 p.m. Dinner in Fellowship Hall 
      4:30 p.m. Children’s Program in the Sanctuary      5:45 p.m. Caroling and animals at the manger 

Hanging of the Greens • December 3 
 

We’ll adorn the Sanctuary with poinsettias, wreaths, and a manger and turn on the chrismon tree lights.  

Christmas Brunch • December 17 
 

9:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall 
 

The Christmas Brunch is almost here! This event is a wonderful time to come  
together with family, friends, and neighbors to enjoy a covered dish meal, and  
celebrate the season. Youth will have the opportunity to break away for their own 
fun and children will gather for a birthday party for Jesus! 

Christmas Lessons and Carols • December 10 
 

Come to hear the Christmas story, complete with music from all of our choirs. This rich tradition had its 
beginning in the late 19th century and continues today. 

Alternative Market • December 3 
9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

 

Looking for something unique to give your loved ones this holiday season? How about a goat 
that will be sent to a family to support themselves with the proceeds? A piece of art from a 
Life Styles client may be the perfect choice, or perhaps a necklace made from someone in  
Africa or South America or a pre-wrapped copy of our lovely history book, First United  
Presbyterian Church, A Light On The Hill! There will be scarves, mittens, and blankets made 
by our own Hooks and Needles group and beautiful soon-to-be heirloom quilts made by Ann  
Roberts. This is a wonderful outreach opportunity as every purchase benefits someone in 
need of a job, a home, or of hope. Make plans to be here and bring friends, too!  

Christmas Dinner • December 25 
 

3:00 p.m., Upper Witherspoon 
 

Friends, neighbors, family, and guests are invited to a home-cooked, potluck-style Christmas meal. 
We’d like everyone to bring a dish to share if you are able. Please contact Molly Murray by  
Monday, December 18 (officemanager@fupcfay.org or 957-2397), to reserve a space and to let her 
know what you plan to make.  

Carol Singing and Special Music • December 17 
 
 

This is a morning for us to sing a few favorite carols in worship. We also anticipate that Rebecca (Bassi) 
Bloyd (daughter of Dana Bassi and granddaughter of Ty Goode) will be able to join us with special music 
while she is “home” in Fayetteville.  



Our “Helping Hands” wreath provides assistance for families within our congregation. It will be 
placed at the back of the Sanctuary beginning December 3. Please take a “helping hand” from 
the wreath and use the envelopes located on the tall stand beside the wreath to enclose your cash 
or checks. If you would like to be helped in this season, please contact Jan Butin (442-4411 or 
jbutin@fupcfay.org) and you will be included. It is important to us that Christmas comes for all 
in our congregation.  

Presbyterian Women’s 
Hat and Mitten Tree 

 

December 3-17 
 

Hooks and Needles is sponsoring the Hat and Mitten tree 
in the Fellowship Hall. Please leave your donations of hats 
or mittens on the tree and take an ornament with you.  
Donated items will be given to children in the Fayetteville 
Public Schools before classes let out for Christmas. 

2018 Individual  
Assistance Fund 

 

On Christmas Eve, the entire offering creates the  
Individual Assistance Fund of our congregation,  
giving our pastors, deacons, and outreach members the 
ability to assist individuals in our church and  
community throughout the year.  

On December 3, we receive 
an offering for Cooperative 
Emergency Outreach (CEO) 
to benefit those in our  
community with immediate 
needs for food, help with 
their utilities, and assistance 
getting back on their feet.  

Christmas Joy  
Special Offering 

 

On December 17, we receive the Christmas Joy Gift  
Offering which provides assistance to pastors in need who 
have spent their lives in the service of the church, and also 
racial ethnic schools and colleges of the Presbyterian 
Church (USA).  

Sanctuary Poinsettias 
 

Poinsettia dedications and donations are now being accepted. These poinsettias adorn  
the Sanctuary through January 6 (Epiphany). If you would like to honor or remember a  
loved one in this beautiful way, please contact the Church Office (442-4411 or  
officemanager@fupcfay.org) or fill out the poinsettia forms and envelopes that are available  
each Sunday on the tall table in the Narthex. You may place the envelope with your gift (in any 
amount) in the offering. All dedications will be listed on an insert in the Christmas Eve bulletin.  
These gifts support the flower ministry of FUPC all year. 

 

Poinsettia Deliveries 
 

During the first week of December, deacons and elders will be distributing poinsettia plants to members who are 
homebound or who have experienced a special need or joy this year. These plants will be available for delivery in the 
hallway outside the church office beginning Friday, December 1, or you may come by the church Monday-Friday 
from 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. Please write your initials by your name on the poinsettia delivery list when picking up the 
plants. All plants need to be delivered by Friday, December 8, so members can enjoy them as Christmas approaches. 

Christmas Jewelry Offering 
 

Need something to do with jewelry you no longer wear? You can donate it to the Beautiful 
Lives area at the Alternative Market on December 3. Some of this jewelry will be offered 
without cost to women in economic need. Beautiful Lives provides dance therapy for people 
in shelters in the NWA area. They also support two other local ministries—Young Lives 
Ministry provides support for pregnant and teen moms in our area and Go Near Ministry 
mobilizes people and resources to empower the widow, orphan, prisoner, and poor in  
Kenya.  

http://www.best4youmassage.com/holiday-giftcards-are-here.html
http://www.best4youmassage.com/holiday-giftcards-are-here.html


All women are invited to join us in the new year for one or more of our monthly circles! Watch for the January  
newsletter with 2018 Circle details. Please contact LeNelle Cagle (684-7105 or lenellecagle@gmail.com) for more 
information.  
 

Circle 2  will host a Christmas party on December 5 at 6:15 p.m. at the home of Lisa Higgins. 
 

Circle 5  will meet celebrate the Christmas season with a meal and ornament exchange on December 21 at 11:30 
a.m. at Mermaid’s. Please RSVP to Christi Cox (466-3638) so we can reserve seating.  
 

Hooks and Needles will meet on Friday, December 1, 8, 15, and 22 at 10:00 a.m. in Upper Witherspoon for  
fellowship and to work on knitting and other projects. Come with a project.  

The First School/FUPC Parents’ Group 
meets every other Friday at 8:30 a.m. 
in Calvin 201. This month we will meet 
December 1 and 15. We’re currently 
reading For the Love: Fighting for Grace 
in a World of Impossible Standards by 
Jen Hatmaker. Childcare is provided. We 
look forward to seeing you.  

The Men’s Breakfast Group meets 
Wednesdays at 6:30 a.m. at Village 
Inn. All men are invited to come for 
fellowship, scripture, a brief  
meditation, and prayer. 

The Men’s Small Group will take 
a break to enjoy time with family 
and friends this month. Watch the 
January Focus for our next  
meeting date.  

    Cynthia Smith will bring a 
    group of students from the 
    U of A to talk about 
“Christmas Around the World” on Thursday, December 
14. We always look forward to this program. This group 
(55+) gathers at Butterfield Trail Village at 11:30 a.m. the 
second Thursday of each month. Lunch options range in 
cost from $5.00-$7.00. Non-Butterfield Trail Village at-
tendees pay by credit card. Please call the Church Office 
(442-4411) or Ron Talbert (841-9742) for reservations by 
Monday, December 11. 

The Marriage Group will meet on  
December 8  from 6:00-8:30 p.m. in  
Upper Witherspoon We’ll discuss 
healthy relationships and then head out 

for “Date Night”. Childcare is provided by request for 
children 12 and under. Please call the Church Office  
(442-4411) by December 6 for childcare reservations. 

Yoga and Zumba groups meet 
in the Fellowship Hall each 
week for a fun, healthy, and 
energizing experience. Men 
and women of all ages are  
welcome. A donation of $5/

person/class is suggested. For more info, please contact 
Leigh Woodruff Harvey (leigh.woodruff@yahoo.com or 
601-1437). We look forward to seeing you! 

 

Yoga: 6:30 p.m., Tuesday • Zumba: 10:00 a.m., Saturday 
(no first Tuesdays) 

Please plan to join us on December 4 at  

Whole Hog Café at 6:00 p.m. at for  
food, fun and fellowship! All are  
welcome! 

This month we offer two  
worship opportunities at  
Butterfield Trail Village. Join 
us Sunday, December 3, at 
4:30 p.m. for Vespers with 
Rev. Jan Butin. Worship and 
Communion will be held in the 

Chapel on Tuesday, December 19, at 4:00 p.m. These 
services are open to members and friends.  

We will meet at FUPC in the north parking lot at 4:00 p.m. on Saturday, December 9. 
There will be four or five locations we will visit to sing a few carols. After the singing, we 
will find a warm restaurant and share supper together. Please let Carol Van Scyoc (466-9465) 
know if you plan to join the fun. This will not be a trained choir, but the love and effort is  
always appreciated by everyone we see. 



Fri., Dec. 1 8:00 a.m. Poinsettias available for delivery Calvin Hallway
8:30 a.m. Parent's Group Calvin 201
10:00 a.m. Hooks and Needles Upper Witherspoon

Sat., Dec. 2 9:00 a.m. First School's Polar Express  Play-Date Opportunity Lower Calvin
10:00 a.m. Fellow"Shape" Zumba Upper Witherspoon
2:00 p.m. A Light on the Hill Author Presentation Fayetteville Public Library

Sat., Dec. 2 5:00 p.m. First School's North Pole Bakery  Play-Date Opportunity Lower Calvin

All poinsettia deliveries are made by Friday, December 8
Sun., Dec. 3 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. Worship, Advent I Sanctuary

(Hanging of the Greens, Communion, and CEO Offering)
9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Alternative Market Fellowship Hall
9:30 a.m. Christian Education for All FUPC Campus
9:30 a.m. Look Before You Leap Calvin Library
11:00 a.m. Sunday Supper Meal Prep Kitchen
3:00 p.m. Sunday Supper Trinity United Methodist Church
4:00 p.m. Bells Rehearsal Sanctuary
4:30 p.m. Butterfield Trail Village Vespers BTV Chapel
5:00 p.m. United Presbyterian Youth Together Lower Witherspoon
7:00 p.m. Planning Committee Appreciation Party at the home of the Verdery's

Mon., Dec. 4 6:00 p.m. "Meet and Eat" Whole Hog Café
Tues., Dec. 5 6:15 p.m. Presbyterian Women's Circle 2 Christmas Party at the home of Lisa Higgins

Wed., Dec. 6 6:30 a.m. Men's Breakfast Village Inn
5:00 p.m. Nominating Committee The Commons
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal Choir Room
7:00 p.m. United Presbyterian Youth Small Group Witherspoon

Thurs., Dec. 7 3:45 p.m. Intercessory Prayer Butterfield Trail Village
Fri., Dec. 8 10:00 a.m. Hooks and Needles Upper Witherspoon

6:00 p.m. Marriage Group and Date Night Upper Witherspoon
Sat., Dec. 9 10:00 a.m. Fellow"Shape" Zumba Fellowship Hall

4:00 p.m. Let's Go Caroling FUPC Parking Lot

Sun., Dec. 10 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. Worship, Advent II Sanctuary
(Lessons and Carols)

9:30 a.m. Christian Education for All FUPC Campus

12:30 p.m. Welcoming Committee The Commons
2:00 p.m. Worship Committee Library
4:00 p.m. Bells Rehearsal Sanctuary
4:30 p.m. Celebration at the Manger and Dinner Sanctuary 

Tues., Dec. 12 5:00 p.m. Properties Committee Calvin 201
6:30 p.m. Fellow"Shape" Yoga Fellowship Hall

Wed., Dec. 13 6:30 a.m. Men's Breakfast Village Inn
4:30 p.m. Focus Articles due to Church Office officemanager@fupcfay.org
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal Choir Room
7:00 p.m. United Presbyterian Youth Small Group Witherspoon

Thurs., Dec. 14 11:30 a.m. First Fellowship Butterfield Trail Village Lodge
3:45 p.m. Intercessory Prayer Butterfield Trail Village
5:30 p.m. Outreach Committee Calvin 201

9:00 a.m. First School Christmas Program Fellowship Hall
Fri., Dec. 15 8:30 a.m. 7 Hills Meal Prep Kitchen

8:30 a.m. Parent's Group Calvin 201
10:00 a.m. Hooks and Needles Upper Witherspoon

Sat., Dec. 16 9:00 a.m. First School's Grinch  Play-Date Opportunity Lower Calvin
10:00 a.m. Fellow"Shape" Zumba Fellowship Hall
5:00 p.m. First School's Candy Cane Elves  Play-Date Opportunity Lower Calvin

(continued on back)

FUPC December Events Calendar '17

Friday, December 1 - Saturday, December 2

Sunday, December 3 - Saturday, December 9

Sunday, December 10 - Saturday, December 16



Sun., Dec. 17 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. Worship, Advent III Sanctuary

(Carol Singing and Special Music, New Members Received, 

Christmas Joy Offering, and Helping Hands Gifts)

9:30 a.m. Christmas Brunch Fellowship Hall
10:15 a.m. FUPC Children's Birthday Party for Jesus Upper Witherspoon
12:00 p.m. Congregational Meeting to Elect Officers Sanctuary
4:00 p.m. Bells Rehearsal Sanctuary
4:00 p.m. Christian Education Committee Calvin 201
5:00 p.m. United Presbyterian Youth Christmas Party Lower Witherspoon
6:00 p.m. Session and Deacon Christmas Party at the home of the Moore's

Tues., Dec. 19 12:45 p.m. First School Commission Calvin 201
4:30 p.m. Butterfield Trail Village Worship and Communion BTV Chapel
6:30 p.m. Fellow"Shape" Yoga Fellowship Hall

Wed., Dec. 20 6:30 a.m. Men's Breakfast Village Inn
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal Choir Room
7:00 p.m. United Presbyterian Youth Small Group Witherspoon

Thurs., Dec. 21 11:30 a.m. Presbyterian Women's Circle 5 Ornament Exchange Mermaid's
3:45 p.m. Intercessory Prayer Butterfield Trail Village

Fri., Dec. 22 10:00 a.m. Hooks and Needles Upper Witherspoon
Sat., Dec. 23 10:00 a.m. Fellow"Shape" Zumba Fellowship Hall

Sun., Dec. 24 11:00 a.m. Worship Advent IV (One Morning Service)  Christmas Eve Sanctuary
(Communion and Individual Assistance Offering)

5:30 p.m. Candlelight Service (One Evening Service) Sanctuary
Mon., Dec. 25 Church Office Closed for Christmas

3:00 p.m. Christmas Dinner Upper Witherspoon
Tues., Dec. 26 6:30 p.m. Fellow"Shape" Yoga Fellowship Hall
Wed., Dec. 27 6:30 a.m. Men's Breakfast Village Inn
Thurs., Dec. 28 3:45 p.m. Intercessory Prayer Butterfield Trail Village
Fri., Dec. 29 10:00 a.m. Hooks and Needles Upper Witherspoon
Sat., Dec. 30 10:00 a.m. Fellow"Shape" Zumba Fellowship Hall

Sun., Dec. 31 11:00 a.m. Worship and Baptism of Elliot Sibley (One Service) Sanctuary
12:15 p.m. Renewal of Vows - Joe and Elizabeth Schierschmidt Sanctuary

Sunday, December 31

Sunday, December 17 - Saturday, December 23

Sunday, December 24 - Saturday, December 30



Children are an important part of worship here at 
FUPC! If your child would enjoy helping to lead the call 
to worship, prayer of confession, or passing of the peace, 
please visit with Kristi Button (kbutton@fupcfay.org). 
Children in third grade and above can also sign up to  
acolyte! 
 

We have a special Time with Children in worship each 
week. Afterward, children under five years old may stay 
for the entire service or join our talented caregivers in 
Lower Witherspoon. Special children’s bulletins that 
match our worship services are available each Sunday.  
 

During Sunday School (9:30-10:30 a.m.), childcare is 
provided in Lower Calvin for children under three years 
old. Each week, children hear a special Bible story. 

Preschool  
(three- and four-year-olds)  

Upper Knox 
with Ruth Rodgers and  

Lora Horne 

Kindergarten and  
First Grade  
Upper Knox  

with Sara Eichmann  
and Melissa and  
Randy Werner 

Second-Fourth Grade 
Lower Knox  

with Wendy Robbins  
and Christi Cox 

Fifth-Sixth Grade  
Lower Knox 

with Hillary Fisher  
and Cindy Mabry 

You are invited to join a variety of church members and leaders in a discussion of the book,  
Growing Young: 6 Essentials Strategies to Help Young People Discover and Love Your Church, 
written by Kara Powell, Jake Mulder, and Brad Griffin. The book is based on groundbreaking  
research of over 250 of the nation’s leading congregations. It profiles innovative churches that are 
engaging 15 to 29-year-olds and as a result are growing—spiritually, emotionally, missionally and 
numerically. We will engage as people of all ages and stages in our church as we enter into a  
conversation about what we may do that could breathe vitality, life and energy into our whole  
congregation. The primary forum for our discussion will be a group on Facebook. You do not have 
to have a Facebook account or even a computer; we will partner you with someone who has both and 
you can connect with the conversation in tandem. If you want to get involved in the  
conversation, buy the book, start reading and email Kristi Button (kbutton@fupcfay.org).We will 
begin our discussion in January. 

You’re Invited to a Birthday Party for Jesus! 
 

Sunday, December 17, 10:15-10:45 a.m., Upper Witherspoon 
 

Preschool and younger elementary children are encouraged to come with an adult. We will enjoy a story, craft, and a 
time to honor Jesus by bringing gifts that help others. Jesus calls us to honor and lift up those whose basic needs are 
not met. Please bring unwrapped items from this list of items needed by Peace at Home Family Shelter: 

Classes will break beginning December 17. We will resume January 7.  

Alarm Clocks and Radios Deodorant Paper Towels 
Aleve (adults and children) Diaper Rash Cream Pillows and Blankets 
Allergy Medicine (adults and children) Diapers (size 4-6); Pull Ups (size 4t-6t)  Dish Sets, Pots and Pans 
Antibacterial Wipes Dish Soap and Cleaning Solution Razors 
Antibiotic Ointment Dramamine (adults and children) Silverware and Cooking Utensils 
Baby Shampoo, Soap, Oil, and Lotion Full-size Toiletries Small Kitchen Appliances 
Band-Aids Gift Cards ($10-$20 increments) Towels and Washcloths 
Batteries Hair Care Supplies Trash Bags 
Bedding (Twin and Full) Ibuprofen (adults and children) Tylenol (adults and children) 
Bras and Panties Lamps and Night Lights Vacuum Cleaners 
Cough Drops Laundry Baskets and Detergent  

A detailed Christmas gift Wishlist from the shelter can be found on our website (www.fupcfay.org), in the  
Weekend Update email, and in the hallway above the donation baskets in Calvin.  

mailto:kbutton@fupcfay.org


UPY Together  
Sundays 

5:00-7:00 p.m. 
Upper Witherspoon 

 

12/3 “Junction: Week 4” 
12/10 Celebration at the Manger 
12/17 UPY Christmas Party 
12/24 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
12/31 New Year’s Eve 

Small Groups 
Wednesdays 

7:00-8:00 p.m. 
Upper Witherspoon 

 

We will not meet from 12/27  
until after the first of the year. 

See you next year! 

UPY Mornings 
Sundays 

9:30-10:30 a.m. 
Lower Witherspoon 

 

12/3 “Faith in Community” 
12/10 “Looking Back to See Ahead” 
12/17 Christmas Brunch 
12/24 Christmas Eve—Merry Christmas 
12/31 New Year’s Eve—Happy New Year 

Youth Bells 
Sundays 

4:00-5:00 p.m. 
Sanctuary 

 

We will not meet from 12/24  
until after the first of the year. 

See you in the New Year! 

United Presbyterian Youth is for all seventh-twelfth grade students. UPY Mornings meets Sundays from 9:30-10:30 
a.m. in the classroom in Lower Witherspoon. UPY Together meets Sunday evenings from 5:00-7:00 p.m. Drop-off is 
in Upper Witherspoon and pick-up is in Lower Witherspoon. UPY Small Groups meet from 7:00-8:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday evenings in Upper Witherspoon. Small Groups are divided by gender. If you have not plugged into any of 
these communities, we encourage you to check one of these out this month!  
 

Special Events in December:  
Participate in Caroling Sunday - Sunday, December 10, we will be singing carols in worship. Youth Bells are  
also playing! Michael Shuman, Music Director, has asked UPY to help lead a cool call-and-response carol with  
the choir. We will be practicing at UPY Together over the next few weeks to prepare. We hope you’ll join us  
in leading the congregation! 
Celebration at the Manger - The evening of Sunday, December 10, we are helping with Celebration at the  
Manger. Stay tuned to UPY Wednesday News, our weekly email blast, for a sign-up.  
UPY Christmas Party - The Youth Leadership Team, Jacob, and Brianne are currently planning a fun-filled  
Christmas Party for y’all! Keep Sunday evening, December 17, free and watch for more details!  
UPY Christmas Break - After our Christmas Party, UPY programing will take a break for the holidays. There  
will still be a lot going on at FUPC so we encourage you to look through the rest of The Focus to check out some  
of the other programing. Normal UPY programing resumes Sunday, January 7, 2018! 

We’d like to thank the congregation at First United Presbyterian Church and Presbyterian 
Women for your continued support over the past year.  
 

We wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
 - Your Friends at UCM 



 

Please keep these congregations and individuals of our presbytery in your prayers: 
 

December 3 Mountainburg Presbyterian Church, Mountainburg, and active and retired ministers  
December 10 Laotian Presbyterian Ministry, Fort Smith, and First Presbyterian Church, Stuttgart  
December 17 Memorial Presbyterian Church, Atkins, and First Presbyterian Church, Walnut Ridge  
December 24 Kirk of the Hills, Fairfield Bay, and One-O-One Presbyterian Church, Gamaliel 
December 31 Presbyterian Church Preschools, and Presbyterian Prison Ministries  

Volunteer Opportunities 
 

Would you be willing to spend a Sunday afternoon or Friday morning preparing and 
serving a meal for other members of our community? Our church provides supper at a 
Trinity United Methodist Church on the first Sunday of each month and lunch at 7 

Hills Day Center on the third Friday of each month. We have a book full of good recipes that feed 80 persons or you 
may create your on meal. All costs are covered by the church. If are willing to serve as a point person or lend a helping 
hand in 2018, please contact Marti Woodruff (ronmarti@swbell.net) or Dennis Brewer (dbrewer@uark.edu). 

Special Holiday Childcare Opportunities  
Offered by First School 

December 2 and 16  
• Children ages one to seven years • 

 

In need of some me-time? Maybe you have some holiday shopping or decorating best taken care of without little 
“elves” running around. Is there a movie you’ve been waiting to see or maybe a date night sounds fun. Let us take 
care of the kiddos for a few hours! We promise they’ll have tons of fun! 

Pre-registration and permission slip information for each child is required.  Space is limited! To sign-up, contact 
Cathy Hairston (571-4516 or chairston@fupcfay.org). 

December 2 
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

Join us for a Polar Express themed morning! Children are 
invited to come dressed in their favorite pajamas and will 
have the opportunity to watch Polar Express and enjoy 
yummy hot chocolate! A variety of crafts and other  
activities will also be provided. The cost is $20 per child.  

December 16 
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

We’ll have a “who-velous” evening as we enjoy a pizza 
dinner, cookie decorating, and other “grinch-tastic”  
activities. Children will have the choice of watching The 
Grinch as well. The cost is $30 per child.  

Author Presentation 
 

The Fayetteville Public Library has invited the History Committee and authors of First United  
Presbyterian Church: A Light on the Hill, to give a presentation on December 2 from 2:00-4:00 p.m. 
This will be a great opportunity to bring your copy of the FUPC history book to have it signed by the  
talented team of authors who worked so diligently to bring us such a lovely book! They will also have 
copies for sale during this fun community event.  

5:00 - 8:00 p.m.   
We have a sweet evening planned starting with pizza, 
cookie decorating, and other scrumptious North Pole 
themed activities. The cost is $30 per child.  

5:00 - 8:00 p.m.   
This evening includes dinner and a plethora of activities 
for your little elves to enjoy. Our theme for the last of our 
Christmas Play Date opportunities is Candy Cane Elves. 
The cost is $30 per child.  



Vacation Bible School 
 

VBS will be held June 4-8 this year. Please reserve these dates on your calendar. We will only change 
them if winter is very snowy and school make-up days seem as if they will be needed. 

Assistance on the Organ Bench 
Thank you to each and every Assistant who came to sit with me on the organ bench during the months of October 
and November: Justin and Jacob, Mason and Evan, Owen, and Deeg. It was always a delight -- and sometimes a sur-
prise! -- to hear what emerged during worship as a result of our work together. I hope it was as fun for you as it was 
for me!       --Jeannie Lee 

Session Highlights 

Clerk of Session Report • Stated Session Meeting • November 12, 2017 
 

Update of Church Rolls: 
• Brooks and Marilyn Rice have requested a transfer of membership to First Presbyterian Church of Hot 
Springs, AR, effective October 1, 2017. 

 

Building Use Requests: 
• First School Thanksgiving Feast, November 14 and 15, 11:00-11:45 a.m., Fellowship Hall and Main Kitchen  
• Outreach Committee - 7 Hills Community Meals, Third Friday, monthly, 8:00-11:00 a.m., Main Kitchen 
• Girl Scout Daisy Troop #5350 every-other Monday, 5:30-7:00 p.m., Lower Knox 
• The Presbytery of Arkansas P.L.A.C.E training event, entire campus, April 7, three hours be determined 
• Molly Murray - Christmas Dinner for any and all who would like company, December 25, 3:00-6:00 p.m.,  
Activity Center 
 

Baptism Request: 
• Jesse Lennon Sibley and Dory Rebekah Sibley request the sacrament of baptism on December 31, 2017, for 
their infant son, Eliot James. 
 

Motions Heard: 
• A motion from the Planning Committee that Session approve a Task Force, with an appointed moderator, to 
lead the Family Ministries focus of our church, for the purpose of recommending how best to utilize the  
Stalker Gift funds earmarked toward Family Ministry and what programs to be developed. 
• A motion for FUPC to be a sponsoring organization for Boy Scout Troop 142 during 2018. 
• A motion to approve the contact to replace the HVAC system in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

Reports: 
* a report from Steve Adair on the Planning Committee's visits to area churches. 
* a report from Ted Belden on behalf of the Sanctuary Area Renovation Task Force. 
* a report from Laura Winburn on First School's contributions to the FUPC budget. 

 

Session Minutes are available to members of the congregation upon request from the Clerk of Session. 
 

           Phillip Harrington, Clerk of Session 



 

Church Directory Updates 
 

Want to be able to access our church directory from your phone or computer? Just give us a call (442-4411) and we’ll 
send you instructions to download the app. It’s easy to use and allows instant access to all updated information! 



January Newsletter Deadline:  
Wednesday, December 17 

Core Values 
Inspiring Worship  Faithful Service 

Psalm 105:1-3  I John 3:18 
Praising God together  

and being touched  
and changed by the Spirit 

 

Working together to  
reflect and demonstrate  
God’s love to all people 

   
Spiritual Growth  Generous Stewardship 
Colossians 2:6-7  II Corinthians 9:8 

Encouraging growth  
by studying scripture  
and the Christian faith 

 
Sharing our gifts and  

cultivating our resources  
for God’s purposes 

   
Loving Relationships  Welcoming Community 

I John 4:11  I Thessalonians 2:8 
Nurturing connections  

in a joyful and  
safe environment 

 
Striving to be an  

inviting and supportive 
Christian family 

Pastors and Staff 
 

Phil and Jan Butin 
Co-Pastors 

 

Leslie Belden 
 Parish Associate 
Kristi Button 
 Director of Christian Education 
Brianne and Jacob Christiansen 
 Co-Directors of Youth and Young Adult Ministry 
Cathy Hairston 
 Director of First School 
Jeannie Lee 
 Organist 
Amy McCann 
 Childcare Coordinator 
Molly Murray 
 Office Manager 
Heidi Nash 
 Membership Secretary/Food Events Coordinator 
Dan Schapker 
 Sound System Coordinator 
Michael Shuman 
 Director of Music Ministry 
Laura Winburn 
 Financial Administrator 

Mission Statement 
Called to be a light on the hill,  

we boldly proclaim and serve Christ,  
the Hope of our changing world. 

 

Vision Statement 
Reaching out as a visible expression of God’s grace,  

we will meet people where they are,  
inviting all into Christ’s family through engaging wor-

ship, fellowship, learning, and service. 

2018 Stewardship Campaign 
 

So far, we have received 102 financial pledges totaling approximately 78% of the total pledges we expect to meet the 
2018 Challenge Budget, and as we seek to fulfill God's vision for our congregation's ministry and mission in the new 
year. 
 

If you have already made your 2018 pledges of time, talents, and treasures, thank you and God bless you! 
 

If we haven't yet received your pledges, we will be grateful if you can spend a few moments in prayer, complete 
your Time and Talent form and your financial pledge card, and place them in the offering on Sunday or bring them to 
the Church Office. This will allow the Session to approve a 2018 budget. 
 

We have begun making individual phone calls to active members who haven't yet pledged. God is at work in our 
midst, and we are grateful for your prayerful and faithful stewardship!  

Stephen Ministry 
 

Confidential, one-to-one, weekly care is available through 
FUPC’s Stephen ministers. If you are facing a personal 
change, concern, or challenge and would like to have 
someone to talk to and to pray with you, please give Rev. 
Jan Butin a call (442-4411). Stephen ministers have  
received 50 hours of training in listening and  
compassionate care. They are a wonderful help in times of 
discernment, discouragement, sadness, grief, loss, and 
transition.  

Look Before You Leap 
 

Would you like to join FUPC? An orientation to FUPC, 
will be offered on Sunday, December 3, at 9:30 a.m. New 
members will be received in worship on December 17. 
Please contact the Church Office (442-4411 or 
hnash@fupcfay.org) to let us know that you want to  
attend. 


