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For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing;  
it is the gift of God-- not the result of works, so that no one may boast.  
For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works,  
which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life. (Ephesians 1:8-10) 

 
 

ñGrace alone.ò There are lots of ways people have tried to summarize the heart of the 
Protestant Reformation. But this brief phrase, ñGrace alone,ò is the two-word encapsulation 
that has had perhaps the most profound influence on us as contemporary Presbyterians.  
Godôs grace is Godôs undeserved, unearned acceptance. Godôs grace is reflected in Godôs 
unconditional love for us, even though we constantly fall short of Godôs good purposes in 
our thoughts, our intentions, our commitments, our relationships, and our actions.   
 

As Presbyterian Christians, weôre all about Godôs grace. If you were baptized and raised 
Presbyterian, itôs likely that a sense that God loves and accepts you (no matter what!)  
because of Jesusô incarnation, life, death, and resurrection runs deep in your awareness. If 
you werenôt raised Presbyterian, itôs likely that the pervasive sense of Godôs grace that 
youôve experienced here among us is one of the main reasons youôre currently drawn to 
First United Presbyterian Church. And this holds true in other countries and cultures, too.  
Weôve learned that there are significant differences between the Presbyterian Church of 
Honduras and the Presbyterian Church (USA). But one of the many common themes that 
we share is our focus on grace. Hondurans become Presbyterian Christians because they 
recognize their need for grace, and they find a powerful emphasis on that grace in  
Presbyterian congregations. Our hope and prayer as Presbyterian Christians is that Godôs 
grace would be prominent in every worship service, every sermon, every Bible discussion, 
every small group, every class, every discussion, every social event or fun activity, and 
even every Session and committee meeting.      
 

The temptation to think or feel that our relationship with God somehow depends on what 
we do or donôt do runs deep in every human psyche. Itôs a temptation that the story of the 
Bible addresses from start to finish. And itôs a temptation that remains powerful today for 
everyone interested in a closer relationship with God. Whenever we imagine that something 
we did or didnôt do is able to destroy or improve our relationship with God, weôre indulging 
this temptation. The result is either guilt or pride. Both alternatives separate us from God, 
instead of helping us to be closer to God. 
 

Our sermon series ñHallmarks of the Reformation,ò is our way of celebrating the 500th  
anniversary of the Reformation's beginning with Martin Luther nailing the 95 Theses to the 
door of the church in Wittenburg, Germany, on October 31, 1517. For us, the Reformation 
is all about grace. Thereôs nothing anyone who wants to be closer to God needs more. We 
warmly encourage you to join us each Sunday in worship during September and October, as 
together, we learn to live by grace more and more each day.   
 

Blessings,  
Revs. Phil and Jan Butin, Co-Pastors 



Adult Christian Education  
Food and beverages are now available in both the hallway outside the Fellowship Hall and in Upper Witherspoon each 
Sunday from 9:30-10:45 a.m.! Come as you areðeven hungry for breakfast. Oatmeal, granola bars, fruit and more 
will be waiting. Parents and kids no longer need to worry about the breakfast hurdleðweôve got it taken care of!  
 

Hereôs whatôs happening in adult education this fall: 
 

Covenant with God (Present Word) with Dennis Brewer and Jane Steinkraus (Calvin 203)  
August 20-October 29 
 

This quarter offers studies on the theme of Covenant with God. It considers the major covenants that God 
makes with people on behalf of the earth and the human community. Beginning with Noah, God promises  
benevolence toward creation. Similar commitments are made with Abram, Phinehas, and Ezekiel.  
Ultimately, the covenant forms the foundation for the coming Messiah and salvation for the world.  
 

Faith (Animate) with Sara and Brett Torbett (Upper Witherspoon) 
August 20-October 1 (No class on Labor Day Weekend) 
 

This is a seven-session adult faith formation course. Each Sunday, we watch a fun videoclip from a  
contemporary pastor or theologian, spend time on personal reflection and journaling, and share ideas. This new 
class is open to all! Come when you are able and as you are!  
 

Reformation Conversations with Derrik Olsen and Phil Butin (Calvin 201)  
August 20-October 29 
 

Recently, some historians have begun to speak not of one, but of multiple Reformations. After Luther,  
reform continued with John Calvin in Switzerland. Anabaptists also played an important part in the  
development of Protestantism, as did Anglicans in England. This discussion-oriented group for adults of all 
ages and stages of life provides a background and venue for thoughtful consideration of the themes of our fall 
Reformation sermon series. Weôll dig deeper into our Reformation heritage and what it means to be Protestant 
Christians. Each week, weôll discuss relevant questions that can help us get a better sense of how Presbyterians 
fit into the broader spectrum of Protestant Christianity: 

¶ Is there more to being a ñProtestant Christianò than not being Roman Catholic?  
¶ What aspects of the beliefs, spiritual life, and practices of the Reformation do Protestants share? 
¶ How do our Reformed/Presbyterian traditions fit into the broader spectrum of Protestant Christianity? 
¶ What are some differences between various historic Protestant denominations? 
Join us each week as we all learn from each other. 
 

The Way of Forgiveness with Jan Butin (Calvin 202) 
September 10-October 29 
 

Perhaps nothing goes more against the grain of human nature than the ideas of forgiving those who wound us 
and accepting forgiveness from others. This is often an area of deep spiritual struggle for us as Christians. We 
will look at various obstacles and also the intersections for forgiveness. Weôll talk about anger, shame, and 
guilt. Although you wonôt be expected to tell your own stories of forgiveness and reconciliation unless you 
choose to, this eight-Sunday class will have personal elements. We will hear some written accounts from  
others. Scripture and reflection will be part of each class. We will consider Rembrandtôs painting The Return 
of the Prodigal Son and musical elements will be included as well. You will be invited to make commitments 
to daily reading and daily exercises during the week that help us grow in the grace of forgiveness, little by  
little.   

Our current sermon series, Hallmarks of the 
Reformation, highlights essential  
theological themes and offers an  
opportunity to consider practical ways that 
the Church continues to be reforming in the 
present day. Those who want to understand 
this period of Church history better will also 
benefit from the Reformation Conversations  
offered weekly in adult education between 
services on Sunday mornings. 

September 3 Not The Way Itôs Supposed To Be September 17 Grace Alone 

September 10 The Lord Alone is God September 24 Faith Alone 



Daily Bible Readings  
9/1 Mark 14:27-42 

9/2 Acts 28:17-31 

9/3 1 Timothy 4:7b-16 

9/4 James 2:1-13 

9/5 1 Kings 8:65-9:9 

9/6 Mark 15:1-11 

9/7 James 3:13-4:12 

9/8 1 Kings 11:26-43 

9/9 Mark 15:33-39 

9/10 John 10:31-42 

9/11 Philippians 1:1-11 

9/12 1 Kings 16:23-34 

9/13 Matthew 2:1-12 

9/14 Philippians 2:12-30 

9/15 1 Kings 18:20-40 

9/16 Matthew 3:13-17 

9/17 Acts 5:34-42 

9/18 1 Corinthians 1:1-19 

9/19 1 Kings 21:17-19 

9/20 Matthew 4:18-25 

9/21 1 Corinthians 2:14-3:15 

9/22 2 Kings 1:2-17 

9/23 Matthew 5:17-20 

9/24 Luke 3:7-18 

9/25 2 Kings 5:1-19 

9/26 Matthew 5:27-37 

9/27 1 Corinthians 5:9-6:11 

9/28 2 Kings 9:1-16 

9/29 Matthew 6:7-15 

9/30 1 Corinthians 7:10-24 

CONGREGATIONAL GATHERING  
FOR INPUT ON THE STALKER GIFT  

 

Sunday, September 17 
5:00-7:00 p.m. 

 

An important congregational gathering is planned for the afternoon of Sunday, September 17. We will gather in the 
sanctuary at 4:00 p.m. for a special Taize worship service planned and led by Michael Shuman, Director of Music 
Ministries.  
 

At 5:00 p.m., following worship, the congregation will pray for God's guidance and receive reports in the sanctuary 
from the Trustees, Session, and Sanctuary Renovation Task Force regarding the proposal under consideration for how 
to best place the Stalker Funds in the service of the church's mission, vision, and core values. The current proposal 
includes generous funding for local mission (hunger and homelessness), necessary property repairs, a newer church 
bus, family ministry, and sanctuary renovation. Congregational input and feedback (both oral and written) will be 
sought.  
 

Weôll have dinner together to encourage further discussion. Please make this gathering a priority. We hope you can 
participate in the whole evening, but may also come for a part. An agenda below:  
 

 4:00 p.m. Taize Service (Sanctuary) 
    A quiet time of worship and reflection through music and prayer 
  
 5:00 p.m. (Sanctuary) 

  Report from the Treasurer 
  Report of the Trustees 
  Session Recommendation 
  Presentations related to Properties, Outreach, Family Ministries, and the Bus  
  Presentation from the Sanctuary Renovation Task Force 

 
 5:20 p.m. Tour of the Narthex, Sanctuary, and Choir Area 
   
 5:50 p.m. (Fellowship Hall) 

     Dinner (full salad and potato bars, with meat options) 
   Table Conversations  

  Questions and Answers 
 
6:50 p.m. Dessert (ice cream bars) 
 
6:55 p.m. Closing Remarks and Prayer 

 

We invite and encourage ALL members to attend. Meal reservations are required to plan appropriate quantities. 
Transportation and childcare are available by request. Please call (442-4411) or email (officemanager@fupcfay.org) 
by September 13.  
 

While this is not a formal Congregational Meeting,  
it is an important opportunity for input to the Session from the congregation.   
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Dwight All -Church Retreat ω September 29 -October 1  

We are made to bring glory to God 
and celebrate his creation. This 
earthly kingdom shows us Godôs 
love and power. What better way 
to step away from our daily chores 
and stresses in order to listen to 
Godôs creatures sing, see the 
growth of pasture and forest, and 
rest in his remarkable hands.   

 Let all of creation praise the 
name of the Lord, because at his 

command  
everything was created. 

 
For you will go out in joy, and 
come back with peace! 

Our annual all-church family retreat is scheduled for September 29 - October 1 at Dwight Mission in Vian, Ok. Spend 
a day or the whole weekend. Canoe, hike, fellowship, study, nap, find spiritual renewal. Hear the train whistle in the 
night and birds singing in the morning This year's theme is "The Lord God Made Them All." There will be activities 
for all ages, with quiet time for reflection or personal projects. Food is prepared for us and lodging is in dorm-like 
rooms. Everyone brings their own bedding and towels. Registration ends September 15. Contact Carol Van Scyoc 
(466-9465 or cv2020@sbcglobal.net) for more information. 
 

Adults 8 years-old and over: Total Retreat ($60)          Saturday ($40)          Friday Add-On ($20) 
 

Children 7 years-old and under are FREE! 

ñThe Lord God Made Them Allò 

Introducing Our 2018 Stewardship Campaign  
 

 

 
The Stewardship Campaign this November will focus on the theme ñFaith Isò. Please consider sharing some of your 
thoughts on this important question: ñHow is the giving of your time, talent or treasures a faith statement for you?ò 
 

Each Sunday through September 10, inserts will be placed in the bulletin for you to fill out. Included on the cards will 
be places for you to indicate whether you would be willing to share your ñFaith Isò statement with the congregation 
during a November Sunday service or let us use your statements in campaign material, or be willing to talk about your 
time, talent or treasures on a video that the Stewardship Committee is going to produce and show at the November 12 
Stewardship Brunch. You can also select that you would like your statement to be anonymous.  
 

We would love for young children and our teenagers to also share their ñFaith Isò statements. The childôs version of 
the cards includes a parent permission section and will also be in their bulletins each week. 
 

There is a box in the Narthex for your ñFaith Isò cards. If you are unable to attend church and would like to  
participate, please contact the Church Office and a card will be sent to you by mail or email. Weôd love to have your 
participation in this exciting plan! 

A Special Invitation to Petit Jean Mountain  
 

David and Sandy Davies cordially invite the whole FUPC family (all ages!) to  
come and spend the day together with them on Saturday, September 23, in their  
new home on Petit Jean Mountain. Itôs a pleasant three-hour drive from  
Fayetteville. Those who want to carpool should plan to meet at the church at  
7:45 a.m. Some may choose instead to go on Friday to camp at the state park or  
to stay overnight at the Mather Lodge. Please plan to arrive at the Daviesô home  
by 11:00 a.m. on Saturday. A house tour will begin soon afterward. Davidôs dad  
was the director of the Arkansas State Parks in the 1930ôs and the property weôll  
see at the Davies has been in the family a long time. It includes a very rustic cabin  
that was a late 1800ôs squatterôs house. A picnic lunch will be served at noon. A  
special house blessingðprayers for them in this home and new communityðtakes 
 place at 1:00 p.m. But thatôs not all! In the afternoon, there will be a guided tour  
(by David) of three state park overlooksðPetit Jeanôs Grave, Cedar Falls, and the Steven Mather Lodge. Slopes are 
gentle and all will be able to manage them. Weôll stop for dinner on the way home and plan to be back before 8:00 
p.m. Dress casually. Bring hats and sunscreen. Plan to have a wonderful time. There will be a rain plan. The address 
and directions will be provided as reservations are made through the Church Office (officemanager@fupcfay.org or 
442-4411). Please RSVP by noon on Wednesday, September 19. 



Sunday, October 29, 2017 
4:00 p.m. 

The First Presbyterian Church of Bentonville is hosting this lovely Festival and we are invited to join the massed 
choir. The liturgy and music center around what has come be known as ñThe Five Solasò - Sola Scriptura (Scripture 
alone), Sola Gratia (Grace alone), Sola Fide (Faith alone), Solus Christo (Christ alone), and Soli Deo Gloria (Glory to 
God alone). The conductor is Dr. Andr® Strydom, with organist Jeannie A. Lee, a brass and percussion ensemble, and 
the Pipes and Drums of Lyon College.  
 

All service music will be provided to participants well in advance of the first rehearsal. There is also an  
opportunity for handbell ringers to participate by accompanying the hymn Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above with 
the other musicians. For more information about participating as a singer or ringer, please contact S. Michael Shuman 
(mshuman@fupcfay.org). There are registration forms in the Choir Room and online at www.fpcbentonville.org. 

 

Five hundred years ago Martin Luther challenged Catholic Church authority, igniting the Protestant Reformation of 
Christian thought and worship. As FUPC celebrates that event with our fall sermon series focusing on pillars of  
reformation theology, we likewise are delving into the musical expression of that theology. Michael has chosen hymns 
composed or penned by Martin Luther for the Introit and many of the anthems throughout the fall series. Jeannie has 
selected a Luther hymn to highlight each Sunday in one or more of her organ selections for the day. Following the  
outline of the hymn tune, she will offer a setting by composers both contemporaneous and modern or an original  
fantasy improvisation. Look for information in each week's bulletin to learn more about the hymns that helped shape 
early Reformation worship. 
 

"That it is good, and pleasing to God for us to sing spiritual songs is, I think, a truth whereof no Christian can be  
ignorant....Accordingly...I have myself, with some others, put together a few hymns in order to bring into full play the 
blessed Gospel, which by God's grace hath again risené.ò  Martin Luther, Preface to Geistliche Gesangb¿chlein. ed. 
Johann Walther, 1525. (translation: Leonard Woolsey Bacon, 1884) 

 

Want to find out more about the Chancel Choir? They will be having a retreat on Saturday, September 9, from  
1:00-4:00 p.m. in the Choir Room. All are welcome to attend this event of fellowship, food, and even singing.  
Attendance is not a commitment to joining the group. Contact Michael Shuman (mshuman@fupcfay.org) if you have 
any questions. 

Sunday, September 17, 2017 
4:00 p.m. 

This service is patterned after worship in the ecumenical community of Taiz®, France. Their participatory prayer  
services are designed for contemplation through song, scripture, and silence. The members of Taiz® explain, "Short 
chants, repeated again and again, give it a meditative character. Using just a few words, they express a basic reality of 
faith, quickly grasped by the mind. As the words are sung over many times, this reality gradually penetrates the whole 
being." The different tempo of the service encourages us to break away from the hurried sense of our lives and breathe 
in the presence of the Father, Son, and Spirit. 

mailto:mshuman@fupcfay.org
http://www.fpcbentonville.org
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Children are an important part of worship here at 
FUPC! If your child would enjoy helping to lead the call 
to worship, prayer of confession, or passing of the peace, 
please visit with Kristi Button (kbutton@fupcfay.org). 
Children in third grade and above can also sign up to  
acolyte! 
 

We have a special Time with Children in worship each 
week. Afterwards, children under five years old may stay 
for the entire service or join our talented caregivers in 
Lower Witherspoon. Special childrenôs bulletins that 
match our worship services are available in the Narthex.  

 education 

 FUPC 

Sundays 
9:30 - 10:30 a.m.  

During Sunday School (9:30-10:30 a.m.) childcare is provided in Lower Calvin for children under three. Years old. 
Each week children hear a special Bible story. 
 

We are excited about our new curriculum this fall, Growing in Grace and Gratitude! 

 
Ways to connect with kids amid school year craziness from Illustrated Childrenôs Ministry: 
 

Sharing music: Find out what your kids are listening to and have it on when they are in the car. Play them 
some of the music you listened to at their age, too. (ages three and up) 
 

Moments of silence: Start or end drives with a few deep breaths and quiet to open space in your hearts and 
minds for Godôs Spirit to enter and to prepare for what the day holds. (ages two and up) 
 

Gratitude alphabet: Go through the alphabet, each person with a different letter in succession, and name 
something you are thankful for from recent days. (ages four and up) 
 

Silly descriptions of the day: Describe what the day has been like in a metaphor. If your day was an animal, 
what would it be and why? A cartoon? A food? A song? A sport? A smell? (ages five and up) 

First School of FUPC  

We have 140 students enrolled this fall.  
There are openings in our kindergarten  
Program, so please pass the word. We hope 
the congregation will continue to collect  
Box Tops for Education for the school and  
place them in the boxes in the Narthex or on 
the table as you enter the Calvin building.  
First School is having a fundraiser to help with  
the purchase of new classroom computers. Charleston  
Wrap which offers high quality gift wrap, lovely gift  
items, and nice monogrammed bags, clothing,  
and d®cor. We welcome the congregation to browse  
at www.charlestonwrapstore.com. Our school online  
ID# z-10991. A fundraiser brochure is also  
available in the First School office. Thank you!     

 
           -Cathy Hairston, First School Director 

First School Staff 
Hartley Allen 
Nicha Chollapand 
Cindy Comins 
Carla Davis 
Autumn Done 
Cathy Hairston 
Paige Harper 
Katie Herzog 
Lin Hodges 
Christian Hornwell 
Tashea Johnson 
Nicole Kalnai 

Preschool  
(three- and four-year-olds)  

Upper Knox 
with Ruth Rodgers and Lo-

ra Horne 

Kindergarten and  
First Grade  
Upper Knox  

with Sara Eichmann  
and Melissa and  
Randy Werner 

Second-Fourth Grade 
Lower Knox  

with Wendy Robbins  
and Christi Cox 

Fifth-Sixth Grade  
Lower Knox 

with Hillary Fisher  
and Cindy Mabry 

Meredith Majors 
Grace Mangum 
Rosa Marinoni 
Mindy Mock 
Tori Moore 
Caroline Rochelle 
Noi Sayabane 
Kathy Singleton 
Joy Strancar 
Rachel Thomas 
Cheryl Weigel 
Melissa Ylanan 

http://www.firstschoolfayetteville.org/
http://www.charlestonwrapstore.com


(United Presbyterian Youth) 

UPY Together  
Sundays 

5:00-7:00 p.m. 
Upper Witherspoon 

Beginning September 10 
 

9/3   Labor Day, No UPY Together 
 

9/10   This is Us: Chosen 
 

9/17   This is Us: Loved 
Fifth - Sixth  Graders are invited to 
join UPY Together Tonight! 
 

9/24   This is Us: Sent 

Small Groups  
Wednesdays 
7:00-8:00 p.m. 

Upper and Lower Witherspoon 
Beginning September 13 

 

9/13   The Story of God and His      
         People 
 

9/20   John 1 
 

9/27   John 2 

Presbytery of Arkansas Junior High Youthquake: September 22-24, Ferncliff 
Camp, Little Rock. All sixth-ninth graders are invited to join us at this awesome event! This 
yearôs theme is Authenticity! (1 Samuel 16:7 and 17:38-39). Please contact Brianne  
Christiansen (bchristiansen@fupcfay.org) for registration information. Registration is due by 
August 29. 

UPY Mornings  
Sundays 

9:30-10:30 a.m. 
Lower Witherspoon 

 
 
 
 

9/3   Matthew 18  
A Massive Debt Forgiven 
 

9/10   Matthew 20  
Laborers in the Vineyard 
 

9/17   Matthew 21  
Jesusô Authority Questioned 
 

9/24   Matthew 21  
Parable of the Wicked Tenants 

United Presbyterian Youth is for all seventh-twelfth grade students. We return to our school-year schedule. UPY 
Mornings meets Sundays from 9:30-10:30 a.m. in the classroom in Lower Witherspoon. UPY Together meets Sunday 
evenings from 5:00-7:00 p.m. Drop-off is in Upper Witherspoon and pick-up is in Lower Witherspoon. UPY Small 
Groups meets from 7:00-8:00 p.m. on Wednesday evenings in Upper Witherspoon. Small Groups are divided by  
gender. If you have not plugged into any of these communities, we encourage you to check one of these out this 
month!  
 

Some things we are excited about for the year include:  
      New Ministry for Fifth and Sixth Graders: You are invited to come to test the waters of UPY Together on the 
 third Sunday of each month this fall. Put September 17, October 15, and November 19 on your calendar and 
 invite your friends! We will eat with the youth, play a game or two, and then have a middle school program 
 just for you! You get to help decide the way we shape this time together. We will have fun, learn new things 
 about the Bible, and help people in our community. 
Sunday Outings: About once a month, UPY Together will take a break from our normal format to get off the hill 
for a service or social event! Our first will be leading Sunday Supper on October 1.  

UPY Small Groups: We will be studying through John and you will each be given your very own copy of The 
Life Book.  

New Faces: Melissa Harrington is joining the teaching team for UPY Mornings. And, like we had this summer, 
breakfast snacks will be available at the meeting.  

Youth Leadership: Reed Fagg and Rebecca Boushelle are serving on the Youth Leadership Team this year! They 
meet monthly with Brianne to work through a leadership book and then help lead some UPY events.  

 

Donôt have youth but still want to be involved?  
Pray for our youth, our leaders, and the Presbytery Youth Council. Talk to Brianne if youôd like to have a youth 
calendar to pray.  

Volunteer to bring a meal to UPY Together at https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/grqvo. Let Brianne know if 
youôd like to volunteer on a weekly or a ñIôd help with a special eventò basis.  

Donate: Doing some fall cleaning and donating? The youth ministry has the following on our wish list: a few 
more coolers to take on mission trips, a gently-used pool table (or someone with the skills to repair our current 
table), and a few pieces of gently-used living room furniture for the Lower Witherspoon classrooms. (Please 
send pictures first.) We also are in need of a large TV with HDMI hook-up for Upper Witherspoon. 

Other Important Dates to Remember  
9/10   Youth Bells, 4:00 p.m., Sanctuary 9/22-24   Junior High Youthquake 9/29-10/1   Dwight Mission Retreat 


